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A solemn solitude agbund
Beneath the lowering skies—
While far away op airy hills
The evening-glory /lies.

Reflected in the shallow stream
That softly gleams and glows,
And like a broad resplendent tand
Through tarren low-lands flows.

Its rippling wavelets kissed by breezz
But interrupt the calm

With sweet celestial melody

That pours a soothing balm.

A lovely camel dips his feet

Into the cooling tide,

And warily wades he through the waves
To reach the other side

Away from village and from town
From worry, woe and strife,

‘Tis like a safety seeking soul,
That fled, to win its life.

That roamed and found the healing tide
Of prayer, in distress.

And reached through tears the noiseless-shore
Of peace and happiness.

—ELsa Kazi.
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MH. Paninynr Troct Livrary

WAR GIFTS FOR INDIA'S SAILORS

O———

APPEAL FOR FUNDS

| have great pleasure in giving publicity to an appeal addressed
by The Naval Officer in Charge, Katachi, and hope the readers of
“The Sindhian World” will contribute generously to the Fund.—THE
EDITOR.

“Since the commencement of the war, the Royal Indian Navy has
increased its fleet of ships by over 80) per cent, and there are now some
3,800 Indian ratings manning these shigs.

The ships of the Royal Indian Navy arz in constant patrol along
the coasts of India, and keep open the entrance to the main ports of this
country. At least once every 24 hours the mine-sweepers manned by
Indian ratings are searching for enemy mines and destroying those that are
found, thereby making safe the shipping lanes for the free entry of shios
from all parts of the world, bringing to these shores those commodities
which are necessary for commerce and food for the benefit of the people.

The monotony of these unceasing patrols will be appreciated and
with the object of looking after the welfare of the Indian ratings a Fund has
been opened, with the permission of His Excellency the Viceroy, to pur-
chase books in the vernacular and in English, games, cigarettes, warm
clothing (for the men serving in the Persian Gulf) etc.

May we ask you to show your appreciation of the woik carried
out by these men by sending a donation. There are no administrative -
charges to the Fund beyond postage.

Our main object at present is to,equip every ship’s Mess with a radio
and loudspeakers so that the ratings may hear the news and enjoy the
programmes in their own language.

Your donation should be made payable to the “R. I. N. War
Purposes Fund” and addressed to : —Naval Headquarters, Bombay.

All donations will be personally acknowledged by Vice Admiiral
Fitzherbart, The Flag Ofizer Commanding, The Royal Indian Navy.”
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THE

LANDING OF THE

FIRST ENGLISH IN SIND

AN ACCOUNT OF A TRADING
VENTURE MADE IN 1613.

(8Y N. M. BILLIMORIA))

Samuel Purchas published in 1624-
26 in five folio volumes, ‘'Hakluyutus
Posthumous, or Purchas his Pilgrimes,
contayning a History of the World, in
Sea Yoyages and Lande Travels, by
Englishmen and others.” This work is
very rare and expensive, costing from
€125 to €£150.

Maclehose reprinted the work in 20
volumes in 1905 ; the fourth volume of
this set is useful as it contains several
interesting facts about Sind.

1 give below extracts from ‘A Journall
of all principall motters passed in the
twelith Voyage to the East-India, observ-
ed by me Walter Payton in the good
ship the FExpedition; the Captaine
whereof was M. Christopher Newport,
being set out, Anno 1612. Written by
Walter Payton.” (I have changed the
old spelling for the convenience of the
readers).

The first part relates to Saint Augustire,
Mohelia. and divers parts of Arabia.
The seventh of January (1613) we set
aail from Gravesend for the East-India.
in the qond ship, the Expedition of
London. beina about the burthen of
twohundred and sixty tons; which carrieth
in her fiftysix persons, besides a Persian
Ambassador and his followers. who are
in number fifteen. which we had order
to receive in our ship, to be transported
into the kingdom of Persia. at the costs
and charges of the Worshipiul Company
aforesaid. The name of tha Ambassador
and his people are these: Sir Robert
Shirley, the Ambassadar; Teresha, his

Lady, a Circasian;
Tomasin his Lady,
woman, etc.

Sir Thomas Powell,
Leyley, a Persian

The second part relates to their com-
ing on the Persian Coast: the treachery
of the Baluchees. Walter Payton proceeds
to add that this Country Macquerona
(Makran) is bordering close upon the
Persian Land, being part of the Main
Continent of Asia; and Guader Port
standeth in about 25 degrees North
latitude, and the variation 17 degrees
15 minutes; good anchorage between
four and five fathoms.

The one and twentieth of September
at night, our Baluche Pilot brought our
ship in danger of a shoal; where we
were inforced to chop to an anchor.
till the next morning.

The four and twentieth at night, we
lay a-hull (because we were not far from
Cape Camelo) there passed close by us
a Portugal frigate bound for Sind;
which at first we supp>sed to have been
a Galley. and therefore armed ourselves
for defence.

The 3rd part relates of their coming
to Divulginde, landiny the Ambassadar,
seeking Trade, anid crossed by the
slanderous Portugals going to Sumatra
and Bantam ; and return.

Payton continues: the six and twentieth
we came to an anchor right before the
mouth of the River Sinde, with direc-
tions of a Pilot, which we had out of
one of the fisherboats which were fishing
there. We rode in a foot less than five
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fathoms water (the River's mouth bearing
East and by North) in very good ground;
and is in the latitude of twenty-four
degrees and thirty-eight minutes, to the
Northward of the Equinoctial Line, the
variation is 16 degrees 45 minutes.

Hereupon the same day the Am-
bassador sent two of his people ashore,
to speak with the Governor concerning
his Lordship's coming ashore; and to tell
him his intent to have passage through
that country into Persia. Which Gover-
nor, named Arah Manevardus, being of
Diul, was very willing to welcome the
Ambassador, and to show him all the
kindness he could (for the love he pro-
fessed to the King of Persia) both in his
Royal entertainment, ard passage tkrough
his country or Jurisdiction, and sent &
principal man aboard us, accompanied
with five or six more to welcome his
Lordship, with many compliments, #ssu-
ring him of kind entertainment.

So presently there were boais sent
for from Diul, to carry him, his people,
and his goods ashore. which came on
the nine and twentieth of this instant;
upon which day we were cleared both
of him and his (both in number and
health) as when they first entered into
our ship; for his farewell, eleven pizces
of ordinance, were shot oft from our
ship. Also, Simaadin, our Baluche Pilot
we set ashore at the same time (being
intreated of the Guserats) notwithstan-
ding his desert to have been set in the
sea, in that he would have cast us away
twice; whereof, once by himself, and
another time by his devilish counsell
given to another Pilot, which he had of
the fisher-boats here.

At the Ambassador's departing out
of the ship, the Cap'ain delivered himn

THE SINDHIAN WORLD

a fine piece double lockedl, to present
the Governor of Tata, a great city, one
day’s journey from Diul, both cities stan-
ding in the Great Mogh=l's Dominions.
Also we entreated His l.ordship that he
would send us word how he found the
couniry, and whether we might have
trade there or not; and withail delivered
His Lordship a note in writing what we
chiefly desired. The coopy whereof doth
follow,

“Inprimis, that our coming hither to
this Port, as it 18 purposely to land Yecur
Lordship, so withall we have broucht,
certain commodities and money. to the
end if we obtain safe protection ior
quiet and peaceable trade. we may make
sale of such and so much of our com-
modities as shall be fitling; otherwise we
desire but leave to refrash and so depart.
Likewise, if the Governor please that we
may settlea factory hare. we also desire
it; and although now we are but slen-
darly provided., yet, hereafter we will
bring such store, and sorts of commo-
dities as shall be most required and
conveniently vended in this Port.

“The commndities we.now have
brought are these viz: Elephant’s teeth,
fine pieces, Lead in barres. Morses’ teeth,
(walrus) Tin in bars; some Rials of Plate.”

The 30th of September, the Ambassa-
dor had audience with the Governor of
Diu! concerning all his business; (The
Portuguese tried their utmost to prejudice

the Governor against the English)......
Then Arah Manewardus spake in the
Ambassador’'s behalf, rebuking them

sharpely for such unseemly contraaictions
of the Persian Ambassador and so con-
cluded, absenting the Portuguese out of
the room, Riter watds the Ambassador
made spaech unto the said Governor and
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Assembly concerning the admittance of
us into his Port, 5 trade (according to
directions given His Lordship from us, as
aforesaid which was very kindly imbraced
by the Goverr:or; with willingness to do
therein what he might, all inconvenieces
understood. For which purpose he willed
the Ambassador to send for one or two
merchants from abroad. to confer with
him upon the same.

Whereupon the Ambossador wrote a
letter unto us. by two of his people, who
came ab-ard our ship on the second of
October 1613, in the mornina by which
lotter we perceived His Lordshio’s procee-
c¢ings in our desired business with the
Governor, with assurance of
going and return; being
sort and fashion, that our hopes were
great in establishing a trade there, if
not a factory; especially to make sale of
small quantity of goods which we
now brought. Wherefore Master Joseph
Salbancke and myself (Walter Payton)
fitted ourselves with the advice of the
Captain and others in our ship and went
ashore in one of the country boats the
same morning about eight of the clock,
our ship riding about four or five miles
from the river's mouth, from whence
we had fifteen miles to the City Diul,
where the Ambassador was, so that it was
late in the evening the same day b:fore
we landed. -

Not long after, the Officers of the
custom-house came and conducted us up
to the castle, whers the Governor dwelt.
who we thought would have spoken with
us that night, but did not, because it
was so late; yet the officers, being for
the most part Banians and spoke good
Portuguese, searched every part about
us for moneay, not

our safe
in such good

leaving so much as
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our shoes unsearched. (Payton here
speaks about the malice of the Portuguese)

The third of October in the morning
the Governor sent the A mbassador word
that in the afternoon he would have
speech wiih us.

The Governor sent for us; and withall co-
mmanded four great horses gallantly trap-
ped, to be brought unto the Ambassador’s
house for HisLordship, Sir Thomas Powell,
Master Salbancke. and myself (Walter
Payton); also a certain company of his
servants, to conduct us to the Castle;
also all the Ambassador’s followers went
with him, each of them carrying an
Halbert on their shoulders.

Thus we rode through some part of
the City, wherein the people in every
street came flocking to see us, they hav-
ing of long time heard talk of English-
men, but never had seen any before
now; for we were the first that ever came
into that part of the country. When we
came to the Castle we were received
very orderly and directed through some
spacious rooms (where soldiers were
standing on each side as we went in
ranks, clothed all in white linen from
head to foot) upto an high turret where
the Governor and some other were set;
who at our entrance arose, and saluted
us, bidding us kindly welcome. Then
we all sat down together round upon
the floor, according to their fashion.

‘Then the Governor again said we
were very welcome and that he was
glad to see Englishinen in those parts
and procee.ied to further talk concern-
ing our business and told us (whereas
we desired trade) the Portugals would
not consent that we should drive any
trade or have to do where they were,
threatening to be gone if he did enter-
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tain us, Notwithstanding if he could be
assured of a greater benefit to arise by
our trade than by theirs, he would not
care, iftheydid forsake him; for he did
well affect our Nation. But in the mean
%ime he having farmed the customs of
that Port from the King, unto whom he
stood bound for the payment of certain
sums of money yearly for the same,
whether it came in or not; it behooved
him carefully to be circumspect in order-
ing those businesses whereby to avoid
the King Highness’ displeasure; which
unhappily might fall out to his utter
overthrow and undoing.

And then he began to tell us further
that the custom of the Portuguese trade
together with their mean in letting
out their ships to Guzarates and Banians,
amounted unto a Leck (Lakh) of Rupees
yearly, which is ten thousand pound
sterling. Then he demanded of us what
sorts of commoditias we had now brought
and the quantities of each; also what
store of money ? All which we ans~vered
him a little more or less and withall told
him that although now we brought but
small quantities yet we could furnish
that Port at our next return with any
commodities whatsoever the Portugalls
did bring; and such a quantity of each
as we should perceive requisite and
fitting to be vended (sold) there.

Of this he liked well, and asked in
what time we could from our
Country thither again? We answered
him in about twenty-two months. So he
concluded, saying, that in regard of our
small stock, the Portugslls would both
laugh at him, and us, if we should be
entertained now. Wherefore he wished
us, to defer it until our next coming, and
in the meantime he would give us a

raturn

THE SINDHIAN WORLD

writing under his hand and seal, thereby
to assure us of entertainment at our next
coming, conditionally, that we come pro-
vided as aforesaid. and we to leave him
another writing, to assure him that our
ship should not molest any of the King
of Mogore ships, goods, nor subjects;
which we agreed unto; withall reques-
ting him that although he would not
receive us whereby to establish a trade
now; yet that he would permit us to make
sale of those goods we now had; which
in no wise he would grant for fear of
offending the Portugalls, alledging as
before.

Then we desired him that we might
have water and other refreshing for our

money, and we should depart so soon
as we could. For this he said, that so
soon as we did send him our writing

aforasaid, he would both s2nd us another,
and give order to his Olficers for the
same; but he would not have the For-
tugalls know thereof. So we seeing no
remedy demanded of him what sorts of
commodities he would have us bring
thither; also what commodities thatccuntry
did afford; who answered these viz:

Broad cloth of divers prices, and
lighf colours as Stammels, Reds, Greens,
and sky-colours, and Aniles, Bleavres,
and Azures, etc. Elephant's teeth, iron,
tin, lead, steel, spices, money; These
commodities are to be carried for Sinde.

Commodities to be had there: Indigo
in Lahor. Indigo of Cherques. Callicoes
all sorts; Pintadoes of all sorts; Guserat
and Cambaya commodities of all sorts.
with many sorts of drugs.

Then we took our leaves of him and
ported returning to the Ambassador's
house again, where | framed a letter,
and sent him according to our promise-
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signed by M. Salbancke and myself;
and received another from him likewise
which was in the Persian language much
like the Hebrew letter backward; The
English whereot was interpreted to us
by the Ambassador; as followeth, viz.
Whereas hers arrived at this Port
of Diul in the Kingdom of Mugore, one
English ship called the Expedition where-

of is Captain Christopher Newport, and -

Merchants, Joseph Salbancke, and Walter
Payton, to land Don Robert Sherley, the
King of Persians Ambassador who de-
sired grant of trade in this Port (being
under my government) which willingly
I would have granted but only for
prejudicial inconveniences insuing; for
they brought not merchandise fitting in
quantity to beain such trade; neither the
Portugalls by whose trade at prasent
I reap benefit, would consent thereto,
threatening to be gone if 1 did receive
the English Nation. So that thereby I
should have been left destitute of all
trade, whereof those summs of money
to arise yearly, which I am bound to
pay unto the King's Majesty; and in
default thereisns, I should put in hazard
his Highness' displeasure, to my utter
overthrow and undoing. Yet notwith-
standing for the love I owe unto the
King of Persia, by whose Ambassador
I am requested and the affection I bear
unto the English Nation, together with
the faithful performance of their writings
left with me under their hands and seals
of the two merchants aforesaid (which
is not to molest or meddle with any of
the said King’'s ships goods nor subjects
in the time of this their voyage, in the
ship aforesaid), I have given them this
writing under mine own hand and seal
hereby promising the English Naticn
(that if they will come like themselves,
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so fitted that I may advantage myself
mora by them than by the Portugals) infa-
llible assurance of intertainment to trade,
which such reasonable grant of privileges,
as we shall agree upon. Dated at Diul the
third day of Octobsr, Anno 1613.

Sd. ARAH MANEWARDUS.
- Sealed with Ink.

Then V’ayton narrates how the Per-
sian Ambassador induced Master Sal-
bancke to go with him to the King of
Mogore to Agra to cbtain a Firman from
His M ijesty.

The sixth of October we arrived
aboard our ship again where it was agreed
upon that Mastar Saslbanck+ th>u'd go.
as aforesaid, with the Ambestaicr for
Agra. Wherafor2 he fitted himselt. think-
ing to have gone ashore the uext day;
ana in the meantime the Captain sent
the Pursar and his man to buy fresh
victuils and provision lor the sea; who,
when they came to the City were by
the Governor presently turned back
egain as they weant; and exp e"s com-
mand by proclamation upon pisin of
death, the country people :h»u'd tring
no more English ma2n astore. These
sudden and strance alteration made
us much to marvel; i>r we could never
know the certainty where upon it grew,
or what should be the ciuse.

The ninth (October 1613) we set
sail from hen~e, direching our course
with God's leave, to Sumalra.

|
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Capt. Sir Richard F. Burton, K. C. M. G., F. R. G. S., Etc.



A SIND H
b

A Briet Biographical sketch of

=———=GIR RICHARD F. BURTON————

Late RAI BAHADUR DIWAN BULCHAND DAYARAM.

ISTORIAN

Yy

The name of Burton is familiar or
ought to be familiar to every Sindhi.
He is the liveliest and most interesting
of Sind's historians though somewhat
discursive. His '‘Sind the Unhappy Valley"
and “Sind Revisited” ought to be in
the hands of every educated Sindhi.
This student geographer, traveller and
linguistic historian is as much at ease
in the relotion of historical and ethno-
graphic details o {Sind as in the exposi-
tion of crudities of its varied dialects
and the eccentricities of their syntactical
rules. Burton’s biography ought to be a

most interesting subject of study for
every educated Sindhi. His lile and
adventures are steeped in old-world

romarce and have the colour and glow
of medioeal chivalry. Yet how many in
Sind have any but the dimmest and
haziest conception of his literary labours,
his adventures, his travels and his dis-
coveries. :

Richard ‘Burton belonged to a very
respectable family in Hertfordshire. His
mother was a wealthy co-heiress and
. was a descendent of the Macgragors and
Macleans of Scotland. He was born in
1821 and being the first child of his
parants, became the darling of the house.
His grand-father belonged to Westmore-
land but early settled in lIreland. The
family traced its descent to the Marquis
of Conyngham. One of t h e Burtons
fought so bravely in the Wars of the
Roses that he was created a Baron by
King Edward VI, after the second battle
of St. Albans. Burton’s father was a

Colonel of the 36th Regiment. But his
military career was a short one, as he
retired from service very early. He had
3 children-two sons and o ne daughter.
The eldest was Richard, the object of
this sketch. His father was the hand-
somest man of his regiment, with a
“clear olive complexion delicately
modelled, slightly arched nose and bright
piercing eyes’. His mother, it not so
regular in features, was quite as attrac-
tive as her husband. Richard showed
every sign of equalling his father's good
looks. Richard’s mother was very gentle
and singularly selfless. Burton said in
after days that “his father was the most
moral man he had ever known" and his
~mother, such that *nothing in heaven
or earth was too good for her”. Of such
excellent parentage wasRichard and very
happy was he as a child in the love of
tather and mother.

In early age he was a boy of poor
heslth and weak physique but as he
grew he developed into a man of great
strength and extraordinary power of
physical endurance. In later life, when
he travelled through firabia, Asia Minor,
Africa, and South America, he could
subsist on the sparest and most abste-
minous diet. bearing hunger and thirst,

fatigue and ennui more patiently than
the most stoical Spartan. He became
wonderfully hardy and active, and a

most inaefatigable traveller, walking and
riding, almost asif his body was endowed
with preter-natural powers of locomotion.
As a boy he was rough in manner and
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mischievous as a monkey, although
always brave and affectionate. But in
later life he became one of the most

courteous and considerate of men and
as staid and grave when occasion
demanded. as an archbishop. He showed
tireless patienceand dignity in putting up
with the follies and bigotries of Jsabel
his Roman Catholic wife.

Little ‘Dick’ received his education
first under a lame Irish school master,
by name Clough in the town of Tours
in France, whither his father had gone
with his family for the sake of his health.
There the Burtons remained all 1829.
He was next sent to a preparatory school
at Richmond under the Rev. Charles
De-la-Fosse ‘‘a bluff portly man with an
acquiline nose who looked a model

pedagogue”. There he hardly learned
anything beyond using his fists and
quarrelling. The father now took him

with his brother Edward and his sister
to the continent where he put the three
children under a private tutor M. D« Pra
of Exeter College under whom they
made rapid progress in the classics and
modern languages. Local masters taught
them swimming, fencing and dancing.
Fencing was their chief occupation and
Richard became a great expert in it
and cultivated the arl all his life. His
two treotises on it ‘‘On the Sword’ and
“Bayonet Exercises’’ (the latter of which
was adopted by the military authorities
in England), both written,
had passed his manhood,
early skill
for it.
The family travelled a gocd deal
on the continent during this period. It
journeyed to Italy, visited Rome, Naples,
Pisa and other important towns. Then
it went to the Pyrennes in Spain. From

when he
attest his
and keenness of passion
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Spain it went back to Pisa of which his
father was very fond. While in Spain,
Richard applied himself very vigourously
to learning drawing and this art enabled
him to draw sketches, maps, plans and
pictures in later life, when he travelled
in unknown and obscure regions in Asia
and Africa, alone and without any Eu-
ropean comrade and had to be his own
caligrapher and amanuensis, draughts-
man and artist, amid strange, inhospi-
table and weird surroundings.

In Pisa, as a youth, he fell a prey to
Cupid's darts, and conceived romanti-
cally tender passion for an Italian girl,
with the palest possible complexion and
regular features described byone of his
biographers as the “first of a long
procession of beloveds™. Marriage was
proposed and agresed to, but parental
consent was impossible of attainment.
The days of Romeos and Juliets no
longer existed in the world, and there
was no obliging Friar Lawrence to
arrange the nuptials. So the two lovers
vainly beat against the bars c¢f the
world’s conventions. Their difficulties
proved insurmountable and their fare-
wells and paiting sighs were heart-
rending, but parental authority remained
inexorable.

The father now left Itoly and went
back to England. Richard was now
19 years of age and the time had
arrived for him to go to College. So
he took him to Oxford and his brother
to Cambridge and intended that both
of them should take holy orders. But
none of them showed any attitude for
the priestly calling and hated being
*sucking parsons’. A certain Professor,
a well known Greek Scholar, coached
Richard in the classics but found him
sadly . deficient. It was

winter time,



THE SINDHIAN WORLD.

when the father took them. So Richard
was lodged with Dr. Greenhill and
Edward studied with a clergyman at
Cambridge. The University studies re-
quired hard work and strict seli-denial
and Richard was unequal to them. Soon
a bright idea struck him. Why not be-
come a soldier and leave off the
unattainable classics. They wished to
join the Indian Army, attracted by the
opportunity of learning oriental languages
and to study the older civilizations and
strange men and manners. So he wanted
to learn Hindustani and Arabic. He
tackled Arabic first and by and by
learnt its alphabets and wentthrough an
antiquated grammer of the language.
There was a regular rrofessor of Arabic
at Oxford but, as was then facetiously
remarked, ha had no occupation but to
“profess” Richard applied to hin but he
was told a Professor can teach a class
but not a single student. Autumn term
being over, he went to stay with his
grandmother and aunts in London. There
he met three sons of a Colonel White
who were all preparing for military ser-
vice in India. The society of these
three youths strengthened his resolution
tochoose a military career. He discussed
the subject with his brother, who came
up from Cambridge. But they could not
come to any conclusion. Spring term
arrived and they had to hurry back to
their colleges. Richard set himself to
invent a system of learning oriental
languages, peculiarly his own, and thus
made a considerable progress in Arabic
which was to be of the greatest service
to him in after days. His Greek and
Latin seemed to have done him more
harm than good.

Colonel Burton who had gnne ta
Lcca meanwhile, now brought his wife
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and daughter to Wiesbeden in Germany
in order to be near England and the
two “boys” were sent for to Germany
to spend their vacation there. The
delight of mother and sister at seeing
the bright merry-hearted young fellows
was great. Richard was so loving a son
that his mother, then an invalid with a

heart complaint, exclaimed when he left
her that the “Sun had left her horizon™.
From Wiesbeden the family went to
Heidleberg, where Richard further impro-
ved his knowledge of fencing, by
frequenting the University Fencing room.
The delightful holiday at last came to
an end and Richard tried to prevail on
his fathar to let him entar the army. He
told him, with tears in his eyes, that
the training he had received fitted him
for a soldier’'s life and made a succe-
ssful career at Oxford impossible for
him. Edward also pieaded in the same
strain and begged for a commission.
But the father was inflexible. So the
youths took a sorrowful leave of mother
and sister and left for England, with a
heavy heart. Edward went back to
Cambridge and applied himself to his
books. But Richard who was of a more
determined character resolved to escape
from the trammels of the University
and carve out a career for himself, suited
to his taste and inclination. Hesitation
had vanished and he was fully resolved
to adopt the career he longed for. So
after spending many sleepless nights in
forming plan after plan, he decided to
get himself rusticated from his college.
His opportunity soon came. A celebra-
ted steeple chaser Oliver the Irish man
came down to Oxford and the sporting
undergraduates

tically eager to

were most enthusias-
ride. The
college authorities forbade their

see him
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being present at the races at which he
was to display his riding feats, and
announced a lecture at the very time, the
take place. This lecture
all the under-graduates were ordered to
attend. This caused a mutiny amongst
them. A number of high-mettled young
fellows with Burton at their head, swore
they would go to the races inspite of
the prohibition and they carried out their
resolve.

races were to

The races were a delight and
Oliver a hero, but next morning they
were hauled over the coals and had to
sit on the stool of repentance. Many
of them took the moral castigation quietly
and begged to be forgiven. But Richard
was too stubborn and imperious-souled
a youth to take the sermon on his
delinquency, lying down. It was his
opportunity of freeing himself from the
hated University shackles and he took
the fullest advantage of it. Instead of
expressing his regret for what he had
done, he boldly asserted it was no sin
to be present ata race; and with
amusing audacity began in his turn to
lecture to the college dons and arey-
beards on trust begetting trust and confi-
dence begetting confidence, and sundry
such hackneyed moral and
complained in injured tones how cclle-
giate men had been treated like school
children. His learnad and
preceptors were nearly struck dumb by
his boldness and self-assurance, and so
while the other culprits were only rusti-
cated, he was expelled permanently
from the college and ordered never to
return to Oxford. With a polite bow,
he retired. not a little inwardly gratified
that he had gained his end.

maxims

reverent

By this bold step he notonly freed
himself from a life he disliked. and a

profession he hated, but his brother
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Edward too, for his father whose feelings
were shocked by what he considered
his elder son's disgrace, ceased to press
the younger to persevere in studies, for
which he had no inclination, although
he was going on steadily enough in
them for the time being, inspite of his
disappointment to enter the RArmy. As
soon as the father recovered from the
shock of the news of Richard’s perma-
nent rustication, the boy received a kind
letter from home, giving him permission
to choose his own career. Overjoyed
at this, he left Oxford and obtained a
commission in the 37th Regiment, a
gift from Lord Fitzroy Sommerset, after-
wards Lord Raglan. His brother
aftar chose the same career and joinad
the army,

soon

It was fortunate Richard preferred the
Indian Army to the Queen's There was
no difficulty in obtaining a commission
in the Indian Army then, for it was the
time of the First Afghan War and there
had been a wholesale slaughter of British
Officers and men by the Afghan Prince
Akbarkhan. Richard was posted to the
Bombay command. He preferred Bombay
because he thought it would afford him
the best conditions for studying the
languages and the people, conditions of
which he made such excellent use after-
wards. On 12th June 1842. he bade
farewell to friends and relations and
embarked at Greenwich in the sailing
ship Jo/in Krnox bound for India via
tha Cape. The Afghan disaster which
occurred i the beginning of 1842, when
out of 16 thousand men only a solitary
soul, Dr. Brydon, escaped to convey the
dismal tiding was expected to be fully
avenged in a long campaign and he
hoped therefore to take an active part
in the fighting and to win his spurs
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and be mentioned in despatches
and earn renown. So he dreamt on
board and had his visions of Medals
and stars. He therefore assiduously
applied himself on the voyage to learn
Hindustani, from 3 native servants,
who were on board and keep up his
sword exercise, while he filled up his
lighter hours with shooting birds, and
catching sharks, and flying fish. When
he arrived in Bombay in October 1842
his dreams
hnpes were dashed to the ground. His
visions vanished and he led the dreb
quiet life in a cantonment. Lord Ellenbo-
rough had succeeded Lord Auckland,
the avenging army had done its work,
the return march from the Khyber Pass
had begun and the Afghan campaign
was over.

In Bombay he lived in a thatched
bungalow. somewhere between the exis-
ting Churchgate and the Marinelines
Railway stations. As he had not much
society he spent time in
learning languages. He
engaged a venerabla Parsi by name
Dossabhoy Scrabji, who had coached a
generation of young civil and military
officers and studied Akllak-i-Hindi and
other Hindustani books with him.
Burton made such rapid progress under
him and liked the man so well that he
became his lifelong friend. The tutor
fully reciprocated the kindness and
cherished the memory of the pupil all
his life and always quoted him as an
extraordinarily apt student. In his
quaint speech he spoke of Burton as
cne who could learn a language
‘running”’. At the end of six weeks,
orders arrived for Burton to join the
I18th Bombay >ative Infantry then sta-
tionad at Baroda. So he purchased a

were shattered and his

most of his
sport and in
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fine Kativawar pony. a gallant little
beast with black stripes, who did him
excellent service and subsequently at
the reviews and races succeeded in
greatly distinguishing itself. He also
engaged a goanese cook Salvador
Gomes who became a sort of compa-
nion to him, and served him long.
He went from Bombay to Baroda in a
native craft, halted at Diu, Dwarka,
Bassein, Somnath. Surat and fhe Bay

of Cambay, for that was the mixed
route, then. by sea and land from
Bombay to Baroda. Then followed a

few days march on his ‘Katiyawar’ pony
before he reached Baroda.

Baroda now the second city in
Guzerat and third or fourth in the
whole Presidency was then a cluster of
low huts and tall houses fantastically
painted. a shabby palace and a dirty
bazaar. There Burton lived in a bunga-
low not unlike a cow-shed which while

it ‘kept out the sun, let in the rain’,
and kept up the study of Arabic and.
Hindustani. Although he had two

Munshics, they could not keep pace
with him. As military duties were
light, he had plenty of time for linguis-
tic study and sports. He would have
remained in Baroda for a long time,
had not affairs in Sind developed in
such a way as to lead to conquest and
annexation and a demand for his ser-

vices in the ‘‘Unhappy valley”. The
battle of Alcarsee was fought on 21st
February 1843. Sir Charles Napier

with a small mixed force of Indian
British Troops had routed the army of
the Amirs of Sind. On 22nd March
followed the battle af Dabba. Sind fell
into the hands cf the English and Napier
rose to the height of his fame. In
April 1843, Burton obtained 2 months’
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leave to pass an examination in- Hin-
dustani at Bombay. With the help of
Dossabhoy the old Parsi coach, he
worked up the smallest details of the
language and on Sth May passed first
out of 12. Leaving Bombay he rejoined
his Regiment on 12th May. Having
mastered Hindustani, he next tackled
Guzerati with the assistance of a Nagar
brahamin by name Hemchand. He took
also elementary lessons in Sanscrit from
a Pundit a sort of half priest and half
school master. Under this pair of tea-
chers, he became so well versed with
the ritual and practices of Hinduism that
he was allowed to wear the ‘Janeo' the
Hindu sacred thread, of the twice born.
by his Hindu tutors. He visited Bombay
again in August 1843, for an examina-
tion in Guzerati and was again crowned
with success. He was made Interpreter
to his Regiment, and this added some-
what to his income.

The 18th Bombay Native Infantry to
which he was attached was ordered to
Sind and Burton returned from Bombay,
just in time to join in the farewell festi-
vities in honour of his regiment. After
a slow march and equally slow sail his
corps embarked for Karachi on the East
India Company’s steamship *“Semiramis’'.
When Burton saw the sand coast for the
first time at Karachi, after the verdant
lawns and green meadows of Guzerat,
he wasinclined to exclaim like the roman-
tic lover in Tennyson's Locksely Hall.

“Oh the dreamy moorlana ! Oh

the barren barren shore”

A regular desert; a fringe of low
sandy coast, a bald and glaring waste,
with quivering palpitating heat, simme-
ring and glancing over its dirty white,

dirty brown, and dirty yellow surface.
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Karachi in 1844, was little more than a
large village. Streets there were none,
the wretched houses with their overhang-
ing balconies and tumble down projec-
tions, almost meetina over the surface
of the lanes. Nothing could exceed the
filth in the town. Sewers did not exist.
Even the worst parts of the present
Biushtiwara and Runchore and Pumkha
Lines of Karachi, are better. The har-
bour, when the tide was low and had
ebbed, was a net-work of mudflats and
sand-mounds. In the cantonment how-
ever, outside the native town, the British
Ofticers had put things in shape. There
were large barracks, spacious lines, two
churches, mess houses and every con-
venience for the lodging of troops. Sir
Charles Napier lived here with a large
staff and the garrison consisted of S
European and Indian.
The one sight of Karachi then was
Mungho or Mugger Pir, which Burton
visited, full of hundreds of alligators. And
a constant source of frolic and excite-
ment for the younger officers and
subalterns was a ride to the ‘Rlligator
Pond" to bait and worry the ugly mons-
ters and occasionally to get on their
backs. One young officer Lt. Beresford
of the S56th once actually crossed the
p>ond, where hundreds of these huge
brutes lay. skipping like a French school-
girl or ballet dancer from the scaly back
of one monster to another. He started
by tightening fast his shrelaces, turned
round to take a run at the bog. where
tne alligators dozed or wriggled, charged
the spot like a gallant trooper and plun-

thousand men.

into the pond walking from one
Many were

ged
animal’s back to another’s.
his narrow escapes, from lashing tails
and snarling and biting jaws. Many a
time did he tumble in the water, but at
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last succeeded in crossing the
made by the monsters’ back on Terra
firma safe and sound. with an entire
skin, though with a pair of trousers
rent into rags. Another enjoyment of
the subalterns at Karachi was a frequent
race on the seabeach near the present
Clifton and the Ghizree hillocks. right
in the waves of the Arabian Sea. laying
bets and dashing into its foaming
breakers. On one occasion 12 of these

subs, rushed into a tremendous and
hollow surfi which curled as it ap-
proached the shore and burst into

snowy foam. Of the 12 riders 11 were
hors de combat and only one with
difficulty retained his seat and won the
bet. The eleven that fell were found
either strugqling in the waves or lying
flat upon the sand or running over the
hillocks vainly endeavouring to catch
their frightened steeds.

After its stay for nearly a year at
Karachi Burton's Regiment the 18th,
was moved to Ghara a Lar village, thirty
miles from Karachi, on one of the creeks
of the Arebian Sea not far from the pre-
sent railway station of Dobeji. Here were
neither barracks nor bungalows, only
‘dirty heaps of mud and mat hovels.’
a waste of salt barrex rock and sandy
plains. At first the whole corps had to
live in cinvas. Burton lived in a single
pole tent with a temperature of 120 F
in the shade and he had to
cover his table with a large wet cloth,
and sit underneath it for the best part
of the day. this abominable
weather, he started writing a portion
of his book on Sind the “Unhappy
Valley” and worked for an examination
in Mahratti, which he passed in 1844
On his return to Karachi, deliverance
came to him and he received an appoint-

Even in

bridge .
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ment which while materially augmenting
his salary proved most congenial to him.
He was gazetted an Assistant in the Sind
Survey and Canal Department.

This was equally fortunate for Sind
as it gave him excellent opportunities
to tour over the province &nd become
intimately acquainted with its history,
its geography, ethnography, its dialects,
its people and its institutions and gave
it one of its most intelligent and informing
historians. On 10th December 1844,
he departed from Karachi, with a Sur-
vey party and camels to work at Fuleli
and its continuatior,, the Guni river.

~

The country was a new one and
so was its population. His duties com-
pelled him to spend the cold
in wandering over the districts,
ling the beds of canals
sketches for a grand

season
level-
and making
survey. He was
thrown so entirely among the people
as to depend upon them for ‘Society’.
He collected a large stock of books
with the increased pay he got as a
Survey Officer and made the best use
of them. After the first yzar when he
found that he knew sufficient Persian
and Arabic to be able to converse in
them fluently and had learnt a little
of the dialect of the Punjab which
correspondsto the Sirarki dialect spoken
even now in the upper Sind Frontiec
district, he began the systematic study
of Sindhi proper.

Now began some of his most ro-
mantic adventures and episodes in
Sind. After the winter of 1845, during
which he enjoyed some sport, specially
hawking and which enabled him to
write a book on Sind Falconary be re-
turned northwards to Hyderabad,
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passed through deserted Ghara and
joined his head-quarters at Karachi.

Here he became acquainted with one
Mirza Ali Akbar who had been made a
Khan Bahadur owing to his gallint con-
duct at the battles of Meanee and Dubba.
He lived just outside the Camp in a
bungalow which he had built for himself
and where he lodged a friend Mirza
Daud, a fine Persian scholar. Burton
became very f{riendly with these two
Persian Munshis and with their
tance he thoroughly studied the manners
and customs of the Province. by dres-
sing like them and living in their midst.
Burton's example is one which the
modern British Officer might with advan-
tage copy, at least to a limited extent,
specially Civilian Officers with adminis-
trative duties and thereby render them-
selves thoroughly accessible if they wish.
fully to understand the psychology of
the people in their charge and to get
at their heart. Ensconsed in his bunga-
low where his chuprasis scare away or
beat off those who on account of poverty
or helplessness require most to be heard
by him, he generally remains ignorant
of the real state of his people and gets
his information through the turbid current
under-lings or

assis-

of his police and other
through some fawning or favour-seeking
‘gentry’ which dances to the official tunes.

Burton got at the true conditions of
native life and their joys and sorrows.
He had an excellent faculty of imitation.
So disquising himself as a Sindhi he
opened a shop at Karachi in the Old
Town Quarter. When tired of his shop
in the dirty, close and ill-smelling town:
he set himself as a half Arab half Persian
pedlar and roamed about the country
followed by his servants carrying the
goods on their backs, remincing one of
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those merry-hearted, generous—disposi-

. tioned, linguistically gifted itinerant dea-

lers to be found in the inimitable stories
of the Arabian Nights in Haroon-Al-
Rashid’s days. He called himself Mirza
Abduliah Busheri, a vendor of fine
linen, calicoes and muslins. He wore
a long beard, his long hair fell on his
shoulders, and his face, arms and neck
were dyed with the aromatic oriental
henna. Thus shéped and atttired, he
sought and obtained admission, even
into the sacred harems of the wealthy
and aristocratic in Sind. The timid
villagers tometimes collected in crowds
{o see the merchant in oriental dress
riding spear in hand and pistols in his

saddle bags, towards the little camp
near their Settlement. When he arrived
at a strange town he. first secured a

house in or near the bazar and in
the evening collected a crowd and had
long chats with it. Now and then he
rented a shop and fitted it with dals
and molasses, tobacco, ginger or
coloured The willagers
however found that this strange ven-
dor’'s shops never prospered and he
invariably lost monzy on them. Crowded
though thay were with customers. they
discovered that the polite Mirza was in
the habit of giving the heaviest weight

sweetmeats.

for their money to all the ladies special-
ly the pretty ones who came to it.
Sometimes he passed his evenings in a
mosque, listening to the poor shabbily
clothed students droning their lessons
or lying at full length on the mosque
floor muttering and mumbling verses
from the Koran or lines from some
theological book with a litlle dirty oil
lamp by their side ‘“shedding a dim
light”. Oiten would he sit

theology with the Mullas

religious
discussing
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At times he would enter a house where
a marriage feast was progressing unin-
vited or when dance and music were
going on at a kindly and sit
quietly listening and watching as am
unbidden and extraordinarily observant
guest “a child taking notes”. Sometimes
he would play chess with a native

festival

friend and be most orientally absorbed
in it. Occasionally he visited the pro-
fessional Mahome-dan women match—-
mak~rs' houses and gathered from them

a budget of social news and scandal

and gossip.

It is perhaps known to very few in
Sind that Burton had a most
affection for a Sindhi qirl of high Per-
sian birth; when he was living in Sind
an attachment as tender and true as
ever felt by mortal man—= real Romeco's
love for a worthy Jnliet—reminding one
of a page from Colonel Meadows Taylor's
novel of Sita.

romantic

This attachment occu-
pied a unique place in his life. He
met her in one of his rambles and
was able to converse with her by
Her personal
charms. her pretty speech, her single-
hearted devotion to him impressed
him with a feeling of admiration for her
bordering on idolatry and he spent-the
full force of his warm heart and fervid
imagination upon this bright-eyed, dark
haired beloved. Never had he loved so
before never did he love so after. He
adored her like a Punlue and she loved
him like a Susui. He would have mar-
ried her and brought her home to his
family for she wos as good as she was
beautiful, had not the cruel hand of Fate
struck her and snatched the dainty flower
from his hands and extinguished the
brightest joy of hislife. Fre.m the day of

meaons of his disquise.
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her death he became sub)ect to fits of me-
lancholy. He could hardly beaar to speak
of his awful loss and the gentlest sym-
pathy hurt him. His relations with her
in spite of his passionate love were
honourable till her death. He composed
after some time a Kasida or short Persian
Poem in which he embodied the bitter
cry of his heart. He wrote:—
‘Mine eyes, my brain, my heart alas are sadl!
Sad is the very core of me;

All weanes. changes, passes, endsl
Alas the birth-day’'s injury.

Thus ended an idyll which had so
sad, so fatal a termination.

In November 1845, atter burying his
beloved he started with Colonel Walter
Scott his superior officer in the Survey
Department for a three months’ tour in
the north of Sind. They travelled by
high road to Kotri and then crossed by
boat io Hyderabad. Aiter a week spent
there they went up the right bank of the
Indus towar:ds the extreme western fron-
tier. At Larkana a letter from John
Napier announcing that as many of the
Assistant Surveyors as could be sparad
might join their regiments if ordered on
service. This was the first official notic2
of the great Sikh War that was renewed.
received by British Officers in -Sind.
Richard Burton was wild to take part in
the fighting though the loss of the luc-
rative appointment in the Survey De-
partment made a considerable difference
in his income. He applied himself at-
oncz2 to preparation for the campaign,
persuaded Colonel Scott with some diffi-
culty to forward his resignation as Assis-
tant Surveyor and on 23rd February 1846
marched with his corps to Rohri. But
he gave up his well-remunerated post in
vain. The Sikh War was soon over and
a kind of peace was already made. So
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Burton had to return to Sind, sadly dis-
appointed, with his corps. From Multan
to which it had marched he returned via
Subzal Kote, Khanpur and Bahawalpure
to Rohri and after = few days’ halt there
he passed to Khairpur and alter 17 Mar-
ches reached the regimental headguar-
ters at Tando Mahomed Khan on the
Phuleli Bank. In the hot season of 1846,
there was severe cholera in Sind and
the European Regiment suffered terribly.
Burton luckily escaped it but was laid
up with a low malarial fever for nearly
2 months. This determined him to have
a change and a holiday. He therefore
applied for and obtained 2 years leave
to reside in the Neelgries and for the time
being turned his back on Sind. He
travelled first by boat ta Goa, then
to Calicut and then followed the sea-
shore to Pooranee on horse-back and
from there he went by a long route along
the Malabar coast towards Matypolliam
ond thence to Ootacamund. The change
greatly benefitted him at first but unfor-
tunately he now got a bad attack of
opthalmic rheumatism owing to the damp
chilly hills which pestilently clung to him
and caused him much trouble and annoy-
ance. So he resolved tn get his leave
cancelled and rejoin his regiment in
Sind and burn out the effects of the chills
with its dry, sultry and sunburnt winds.

The return journey did him good. He
reached Bombay in October 1847 and
here he passed an examination in Persian
coming first again out of 30 candidates,
and was complimented by his examiners.
His linguistic successes at this time ac-
tracted the notice of the Goverrment and
he received an honorarium of one thou-
sand rupees (then regarded a very hand-
some reward for languages) from the
Court of Directors.
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In 1848 another war with the Sikhs
seemed imminent and a report was cir-
culated that Sir Charles Napier would
take the command. Colonel Walter Scott
and many brother officers were ordered
to be in readiness for the field, and
Burton as usual excited by the war fever
applied to accompany this force as In-
terpreter. He had passed in six native
languages and was studying two more,
but he had no friend at court, none in
authority to back up his request. So he
was rejected in favour of a much inferior
man who had hardly one-sixth his lin-
qguistic knowl~dge. This greatly dishear-
tened Burton. His rheumatism came on
again and he was strongly recommended
a change to Europe. So he never reach-
ed Sind and did not see it again till
nearly quarter of a century later when
in 1875-76 he paid it a hurried visit
during his winter tour in India on six
months’ leave while he was Consul at
Trieste, the result of which was his amue-
ing book '‘Sind Revisited”'. With strength
fast failing now he managed to get as
far as Bombay. His health completely
broke down at Bombay and he was put
on board the “Eliza’ sailing for England
The
voyage however restored his health and
he reached England safe. He had taken
a Mahomedan servant with him by name
Allahdad clad in pictyresque Asiatic
costume, heavy turban and baggy trousers
who nursed him on board like 8 mother
and very grataful was Burton for all his
care and attention.

in an almost insensible condition.

After a stay of nearly 4 years in Europe
he returned to Asia in other. capocities
than as a British Military Officer. but as
his work and career lay now in regions
wholly unconnected with Sind, and his
destiny had no bearing on it. I shall noy
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pursue the narrative further. Burton’s life
and labcurs were now in fields far remote
from our little ‘'desert’ province, in Ara-
bia, Egypt, Palestine, Central and East
Africa, the American Rockies and South-
ern America and on the Cango lake,Tan-
qganyika and the sources of the Nile. His
hair-breadth escapes, adventures,
his discoveries and explorations, his
incoguito travels and his pilgrimagesre-
late to countries with which our province
has so little racial or ethnographic affinity
that an account of them may not interest
the readers of this magazine at all. 1
trust those whose interest in him is
sufficiently roused by this short and simple
narration of a remarkable personality
with its singular heroism. its extraordi-
nary linquistic qgifts. its passion for ad-
venture, its genuine oriental out-look
ana sympathy. its indefinable charm
of manner. and its essential lovability of
character, will read his life in detail in
his longer bioaraphies. He said in his
books on Sind some hard ond unkind
things about Sind and the Sindhis. Some
of these were not true or only half-truths.
But that should not make our apprecia-
tion of his genius and his great qualities
as a historian and a traveller any the
less or make us fail to recognize the true
nobility of his purpose and character.

By his second visit to Sind he re-
newed his knowledge of the province
and revived old memories but so much
time had elapsed, since he served in it
as a young military officer and such
changes had taken place that a much
longer study was necessary to give him
a correct perspective. His visitwas too
short and hurried for it.

Burton was a man of versatile talents
and thouah neither a warrior nor a con.
queror. -neither a statesman nor a pro-
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consul, he had all the qualities of such
and would have made an ideal ruler of
an alien people, specially oriental. As
a traveller and explorer his genius was
remarkable. He was cast in the mould
of those rigorous and resourceful British-
ers who have colonized or conquered
new and strange lands and carved out
empires in different parts of the globe,
as much by their valour and determina-
tion as by an intuitive faculty to under-
stand the people in their charge and to
adjust their policies and governmentsin
conformity with their sentiments and
wishes and his knowledge of these greatly
helpced him to understand ‘the people
with whom he had to deal.

Burtcn saw a great deal of the rough
and humble side of life. He was not
one of fortune’s favourites. The rewards
and honours that came {o him were slow
or tardy. The most comfortable or the
best paid official appointments that he
received were the Consulship at Damascus
which meant only a salary of a thousand
pounds a yearand a sumptuary and
office allowance of about two hundred
pcunds and the Consulship at Trieste
which he held for about 20 years in all.
and which meant a salary of £ 600 and
an office allowance of £ 100. These
would be regarded now as a very paltry
and poor compensation for a man of
such pre-eminent ability and talents or
for services such as he rendered to Go-
vernment. One mark of Royal favour
was received by him late in life in the
year 1885 (when honour generally ceases
to charm), when through the good offices
of Lord Salisbury, the Queen conferred
a K.C.M.G. on him as a reward foc his
services. Burton appreciated the honour
not for its intrinsic value but on account
of the exceptionally kind and generous



210

terms in which it was conveyed and the
consciousness that his work was not

viewed with disfavour by his Sovereign.
Burton's best reward however came

from his writings. Before leaving a world
which had often proved so dark ond
dreary, a flood of sunshine came from
an unknown region. He had no idea of
the good fortune that was in store for
him. He wrote over S0 books besides
numerous articles for the magazines and
scientific societies but most of them did
not bring him much money. The Transla-
tion of the *‘Arabian-Nights” completed
in old age however proved an Eldorado.
The history of this “revelation of orient-
alism’ as it is happily styled by a bio-
grapher, which was published in the last
days of his life, though it had taken
him with frequent intermission, 32 years
to work, brought him twelve thousand
pounds.

The Marvellous display of linguistic
inflexibility, the exquisite flow of language,
the wonderful erudition displayed in the
notes, captivated the critics as the vina
of the charmer. "Never had a writer
enjoyed a nobler triumph, never had

a writer deserved mnre'’.
This soothed the travel-worn, much

tired, sorely buffeted spirit. He became
brighter and happier and wished to follow
this publication by another of the same
kind, giving further insight into oriental
life, but when it was two-thirds finished,
death struck him down. A sum of six
thousand pounds was offered for it but
It was entitled the
“Scented Garden'” and contained all
the old charm of Burton's narration, his
beautifully adjustative phraseology, his
pretty conceits and all the loveliness of
oriental imagery. But except for a few
small fragmentary manuscript. the work
never saw the light of day, being burnt

was never received.
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by his own pious bigoted wife Isabel. At
his death she took the papers from the
desk, where he had carefully locked them,
read page after page, which she pro-
bably only half understood and in a fit
of Roman Catholic bigotry flung them
leaf by leafinto the fire. The valuable
treasure was thus irretrievably
the world.

Burton died on 20th October 1890 in
Trieste of which he was Consul to the
last. Previous to this he suffered from
attacks of gout frequently and the heart
become distressingly weak. On 19th
October 1890 he seemed to feel somewhat
better, laughed and talked in his usual
fashion, worked at intervals at his trans-
lation of the *‘'Scented Garden”
arranged his papers with singular neat-
When he retired for the night he
assuted Dr. Baker, in attend-
ance on him, that he felt unusually well.
Hardly had a couple of hours passed.

lost to

and

ness.
who was

when he grew uneasy, groaned and tossed
from side to side. The doctor adminis-
tered a remedy and the patient sank to
rest but he again felt worse and found
his strength fast ebbing away. Ether and
chloroform were administered, but sud-
denly the breathing became laboured
and after a strong struggle he fell back

on his pillow and expired.
Thus passed this strong, patient, heroic

soul away whose sinewv frame. master-
ful spirit. dauntless heart and rare in-
dustry and intelligence not only brought
the East much nearer o the West and

unlocked its mysteries and its literary
treasures to it but added to the British

dominions and revealed and laid bare
dark unknown and unexplored regions
and the races inhabiting them. The
Sindhi might well cherish his memory as
their historian, interpreter and as a world's
great traveller and man of action.
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At midnight, on the first of December,t
we sailed with a fleet of vesscls currying
an Eoglish regiment. By the grace of
the Almighty God, on the 3rd we passed
the # Ghori kichar,” an island of sand.
A couple of monstrous sharks, each of
thom in size somewhat bigger than an
elepbant, came near our vessel; they
seemed to play with each other, passing
under our vessel and going round it, in
which act they often gave a shake to our
boat, which distressed us and roused the
spirit of our Tindul. He said tome * It is
true these brutes aresometimes dangerous
to the vessels; but have no fear, they are
as cowardly as huge; I will soon remedy
the evil”” Saying this, he came to the
side of the boat and finding them floating
aloog with us, began his 1emonstrauces
as if they understood bis language: * You
are kings of the sea, leave pursuiug us,
in the name of God and of the propbet
Solomon. YYe are poor people, our
vessel does not contain more than ten
men ; go, therefore, to the other vessels,
they are filled with fat soldiers of the
Honorable Company.” @ld Juma's words,
instead of producing a good effect, made
the snimals more frisky and furious.
They spouted® up
immeunse nostrils into our ship, in addi-
tion to the former annoyances, and played
at “ hide and seek " round the boat with
new vigor, from seven till about a quarter
past eight o’clock, a. m. Our good 'l'indal
tben, haviog lost all patience, took ap
one of his ballast stones, very sbarp on
one side, pronounced the name of God,

water from their

and #flung it with all his might against
the bigger mounster’s head, inflictivg a
good blow, not unlike that of a hatchet.
After the receipt of this compliment, the
apimnl went down at once with his
companion, without making its appear-
ance again, and all of us jointly returned
our thanks t» the kind Providence for
this narrow escspe. I regretted much
vot baving brought my gun with me.

¢ Ghori Kichar” is now a large sand
bank, which, twenty years ago, was the
site of Gbori Bandar, now all sunk below
the wave.

On our approach to the aforesaid sand
bank, Juma desired me to taste the water
of tbe sea, which I did, and to my
surprise found it on one side of the ship
quite fresh and sweet, and on the other
very salt. On inquiring the reason, I
was told that the strong current of the
Indus ran so tar uninfluenced by the sea.
We moored about nine o’clock p. m. ten
miles off Vikkar Bar.

4th It being dead calm, the whole day
was spent in reaching the bar. Here we
found twelve British men-of-war, two
steamers, and about one bundred battelahs
at anchor, all of them bearing the British
flug and containing soldiers and supplies.
My friend the old Tiudal passed close
by a vessel newly wrecked upon a sand
bapk. I told him the wreck warned us
not to come too near, unless we would
share ber fate ; but the old pirate replied,
that the Tindal of the boat must either
have been blind or bad some sinister

+1838.

®From this it is evident the Author’s sharke were grampusses.
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motive to wreck the vessel, for all the
banks here were known to every boy of
the coast. Moored at the bar for the
night.

On the 5th we entered themouth of the
Indus, and on the 6th we arrived
within seven miles of Vikkar. ‘I'here
being a small village on the left. bank, I
weont ashore to see it. Visited the head
man of the village. Cooversed with him
throogh the old Tindal, whose mother
tongue was Sindhi. ‘The old obhief's
replies t~ oor queries were so loud that
at first I thought he either took us to be
deaf,or was offended at our intrasion.
On asking the rensou, Juma told me that
nothing was wrong, bat that such was
the custom of the country. These people
seemed miserable beings, living in sach
huts as the villagers of India have for
their cattle, without any partition. All
members of the family—husband, wife,
son, daughter-in-law, etc.—sloep in the
same stall, upon one bed, the materials
of which are no more than a mat spread
over a little grass. Their food is a very
coarse bread of rice, with fish, fresh
or dry. Tboy are very fond of tobacco
and ouions, for which articles the bead
man begged. I inquired about the system
of taxation in his country, and he infor-
med me tbat taxes were mostly taken in
kind. The agricalture in general is
coufined to rice, ‘rhicb is produced in
abundance. The cultivator gets one-fifth
of the produce, the remainder being divi-
ded into two halves, one of which goes to
the Government, and the other to the
land-holder.

On the 7th I landed at the Camp at
Vikkar, and was most hospitably received
by my master and f{riend, Captain
Eastwick.

The 8h I passed in cxploring the
village of Vikkar. It consisted of abont
two dozen miserable hats. Colonel H.
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Pottinger arrived in the evening from
Hyderabad.

On the 9th we removed our tents from
the military camp, and pitched them
near the Resident's. From this date I
regularly commenced the performance
of my duty. I had the pleasure of seeing
Sikandar Khan, my old friend of ‘Tulsi
Sham, now Subahdar Major, the highest
rank that a native soldier attains to. He
now belonged to the Sappers and Mligers.
He introduced to me a friend of his,
Mirza Ali Akbar, Captain S. Powell’s
Persian teacher. The young Mughal
appeared to be a promising lad.

I began Sindhi grammar, which I
found to be easy work. A man acquain-
ted with the rudiments of the Asiatic
langnages could learn Sindhi with little
trouble.

On tho 14th, nfter the usual work in
tbe office, I was engaged in an onerous
task of couuting and taking down the
numbers of Goveroment treasure boxes,
one hundred and seventy-eightin number,
arrived from Bombay. A horrible case
of suicide occurred in the evening. An
officer of Dragoons shot hims<elf; cause
unknowno.

Ono the 15th I had the honour of being
introduced to the Resident, Colonel
Pottinger. At the first sight his abilities
and resolute character were apparent.

I now begau to mix with the Sindhis
and learnt the idiom of the langnage by
conversing with them. Idleness is the
main  feature in the Sindhi charncter.
The Tindals of the river snt nlmost all
day at the door of my tent, engaged in
confabulation and disputes. The general
theme of their discourse was Government
One party remarked that the
country was lost—the IJiu:lish would

take it very soon. * I'he Tulpurs them-
selves, especially Blir Subdar,” saidtbey,

affairs.
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“are to blame for being too friendly with
the omnivorous Fnglish ; they have taken
all Tadia; in the same way they will soon
take this country.” Another responded,
“You are mistaken, my friends. Let the
Talpurs of Hyderabad make themsclves
Christians; but fear not, as long as wo
have Shir Mohamed of Mirpur on our
side. Wis late Ilighness Mir Kuaram
Ali’s widow has furnished, will
always furnish him with fuods sufficient

aod

tocarry on a perpetual war with all the
Farangis in the world; and, if God
pleases, we can be masters of all the
gold nnd implemonts of war that they
aro laboring to bring into our country.
Kuow you not the verse of our Holy
Book, *One true believer is snfficient to
defeat ten infidols'? A  third white
bearded Sindhi, with a profound sigh,
observed, '* Ah! my friends, your dream
is somowhat too extravagant; you have
never seen the tricoloured, viz., the white,
brown, and dark devils, Gghting jointly
on a field of buattle. Whilst in the
servico of H. II,, the Peshwa, I was an
eye witness of their hard fights in the
Dakhan. Here is an unquestionable
proof :” saying this, he tucked up his
sleeve and shewed a scar, which demons-
trated a clear transit of a bullet through
his left arm. He concluded by sayiog,
“ A man may over-match another, or
perhups two or three, if the contest is to
be decided by the sword, but these cow-
ardly Satans bave no sword, and if they
have any it is as blunt as your walking
stick. They will kill you with their ras-
cally shots whilst you nre a mile or so off
from them and theo what is the remedy?”
Such discussions by the side of my tent
walls, often amused me much; and some-
times, rising fromny seat, Iintruded upon
them, and preached to them in my broken
Sindhi, that the English would not take
their miserable country, producing only
fish and rice, even if it were forced upon

214

them; that they had sufficient golden
territories to govern and manage, and
that they wero staunch friends of the
Amirs; that their forces were now
passing through the couatry for the
purpose of protecting their possessions in
India, as woll as tho Amir’s territory,
from foreign aggression. To this they
would reply with a chorus of lamwghter,
‘““What you say, sir, may be true, but we
are rnde people; we caunot comprehend
high policies of government. Ha! ha! ha!”

Boing dosired by my employer, I made
acquaintance with a Sindhi Hinda
merchaot, Naomal, of Karachi, who made
himself very useful to the British autho-
rities in Sindh. He visited me every
now and then, and tried his best tosupply
the wauts of our army. He was a
wealthy man, bad a large family consis-
ting of a father, six brothers, and a
number of women and children. He was
also a man of consequence and influence
in Liower Sindh.

On the 19th December happened the
Idu’l fitr, it being the first of the month
Shauwal. This is a joyvos festival in
the Mohamedan world, as it concludes
onr Lent. But there being no Moha-
medan priest was
obliged, at the request of some friends,
to act as oue; and, although out of prac-
tice for many years, I led the praycrs
and delivered the sermon to the congre-
gation, composed of the Mohamedan
horsemen and etc., of the
Compnay, and received the usual feo in
a turban and scarf, which cost about

with the army, 1

footmen,

forty rupees, subscribed by the commi-
ssioned oflicers.

In these days we had often false alarms
of Shir Mohamed's giviog us a night
attack. On the oight of the 20th all the
men wero kept on the alort, aud oflicers
patrolled all the night by turns. I noti-
cod that the cocksin this province seemed
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superfluously religious, as, in addition to
their morning and afternoon calls, they
took two hours of the night more for
crowing, 3. e., they began the surplus
duties at eight and ended at tenp. m.
This untimely crowing is considered an
ill-omen in India and Persia, and such
over officiousness of the bird would cost
him bis life there, but the Sindhis are
indifferent about it.

Visited the village of Ghorabari, about
one mile off. It is oonsidered a large
village because it consists of one hundred
miserable bats. The river in this part
of the province, at this cold season, is
about a fathom and a balf deep. Its
width too, in general, is not more than
two hundred and fifty yards. The water
is muddy, mixed with sand, according to
the character of the soil here.

On the 23rd, we were glad to hear of
orders for marching next day towards
Tatta, and sent off all our baggage with
that of the army. In the morning, strik-
ing our small tent, a8 we were going to
mount our horses, my maste:* was ordered
by the Resident to stay where be was
until some arrangemeunt for more camels
of burden was made, as the demand for
them was on the T'he 2tb
passed in making arrangements about the
camels, but something remained to be
done on the next morning. I slept in the
same tent with Captain Eastwick. The
cold was intense; I bad never felt so
cold in India. We bad to content our-
selves with very unpleasant lonesomeness.
1'be day before, we were in the midst
of anarmy of ten thousand men, and now
we bad with us but two peons and two
Sindbhi grooms. We pitied our foar
attendants who were shivering with cold,
and asked them to sleep with us in the
tent, but they on no account would over-
step the bounds of respect, and slept
close to the tent walls. After the day's

inorease.

THE SINDHIAN WORLD.

work we had neither servant vor provi-
sion to satisfy the craviogs of hunger.
Luckily, I had obtained some dates and
balf a cnke of the coarse Sindhi rice
brend for a feiv pice. Upon these articles
we made our dinner. To my master it
proved a most palutable meal,and to me
better than dainties I afterwards tasted
in Mivart's Hotel, London. He said his
grace like a good Christian, and I retur.
ned my thanks to Him who overlooks
our faults and supplies our wants ¥nore
than we deserve. I made a trial of my
good companion at this time, making the
following remark: *“ We muost not thank
Heaven forr bad meals, for if we do, it
will pever furnish us with better.” At
this he smiled, and observed, * Let the
badpess of wbat we have dined upon be
proved first, and then we shall argue on
further.” Thus we beguiled our time in
conversation until he was fast asleep;
and then I, having enjoyed my cheroot,
went to my bed.

The 25th of December, the birthday of
the prophet Jesus Christ, is a boliday of
rejoicing to all the Christian world.
Early on the morning of this day we
were roused from our sleep by tiwo
officers, Mr. Jenkins and Captain Ward,
just arrived from Mandavi. They asked
Captuin Eastwick to guide them outo
overtake the army; but the remaining
part of the compact with the owners of
the camels rcquiring his stay a few
hours more, be ordered me to go on with
these ofticers, himself remaining alone to
conclude the aftair.

We galloped on to Somria, a miserable
hamlet of thirty buts, about twelve miles
distant, where we overtook the army.
Captain Eastwick likewise arrived in the
afternoon, successful. Our next march
with the army was a long one of twenty
miles, to Karampur, consisting of about
fifty buts, situated on this side of a
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branch of the [Indus. On the other side
is the village of Ghulam Ka Got, of the
same size.

On the 27th we halted, and the 28th
brought us to the ancient oity of Tatta.
Haviog marched early in the morning,
we 1eached the halting place at Makalli,
about two miles from the town, at nine
oclock a. m. Our road this morning
was partly sandy and partly stony and
uneven. It passed through the ruins of
Knlankot, about two miles from chis.
The fortifications of this remarkable
place appeared to be very old ard strong.
The materials are mortar and baked
bricks, which, at this remote petiod of
time, seem qnite, new, and as
stroog as stone. In these heaps of ruins
certain signs of antiquity, suoh as old
coins, etc. aro somotimes found by the
inhabitants, and sold for a good price.

Ou the 30th, it was cloudy, tempesta-
ous, and bitterly cold ; so much so that, in
the morning when I got up to perform
my ablutions, I found the water con-
genled in the vossel, so was obliged to
purify mysclf with the dust. This being
Sunday, 1 had no office work, and tlere-
fore repaired to see the city.

The town of Tatta has no city walls,
and great part of it is in ruins. The
inhabited houses are about ten tboumsand.
The markets are narrow and the streets
filthy. Most of the iunhabitants are
weavers. silken scarfs (called
Lnngis) and blankets are manafactored
here better than in apper Sindh. The
fair sex of this town, nnd indeed of all

T.ong

Sindh, are in general very plain, and
very clumsily dressed. Mills for grinding
grain and expressing oil, are worked by
oamels. There are upwards of four
handred mosques in the city, but almost
all of them arc going to decay.

Visited the Grand Mosque (Jama
Masjid), begun by Shah Jahan, in 1057
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A. H. (A. C. 1647), and finished by
Aorangzeb in 1072 A. H. (1661 A. C.) as
I found by the insoriptions. The edifice
is a8 magnificent one, about two handred
yards long by one hundred broad, built
with baked bricks and mortar. The
inner plastor is glazed in white and blae
colors. The whole site is roofed with
one hundred domes, every one of them
paioted ina different style from another.
The inscriptions carved round the great
arch of stone, and those upon the two
date stones, are excellently done in
large letters. In short the whole scene
presents a picture of beanty and solemnity
to the spectator.

The bricks and earthenware of this
city are very strong and durable, I
believe owing to the peculiarity of the
soil, which is a composition of white clay
and sand. The houses in general are
siogle storied and built of mund and
flimsy timber, fat-roofed, clay only
being spread over the upper frame; and
partitions plastered with mud are the

walis. There are a few houses of
double stories built of bricks, belong-
ing only to very rich individuals.

Happening to meet a very handsome
Arab, by name Saiyid Mohamed, of the
ancred city of Madina, in the Market
Place, I made his acquaintance, and
visited the great priest ot the city, Makh.
dum Shaikh Abdullah along with him.
Bothof these men had great influence in
the oily, the former on account of his
birth, and the latter for his station in
life. Passed two bouors with these
gentlemen in  cooversation. Saiyed
Mohamed travelled through Baghdad
and Persia for the last three years, lea-
ving his khwuins to accomulate, this being
one fifth of the property of all the hetero-
dex community of the Shiah sect, psid
to him as a religieus fee. He has tbus
enriched himself like a Jew. Ho speaks
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Persian fairly enough for an Arib, for
Arabs are naturally bad linguists. DBut
my bost is a man of learuing and good
breeding. He basa large and beautifol
library, containing mauy standard works
both in Arabic and Persian.

Oo the 1st Jaouary 1839, a mission,
consisting of four or fiveoficers of rauk of
the court of Hydrabad, baving arrived in
the camp, was received in the Resident’s
teot by Sir Jobn Keane and Colonel
Pottinger. The amity and friendsbhip
between the two governments first being
talked of, some differences and discon-
tents of their Highnesses, the Amirs,
exaded from the discourse of the Ambas-
sadors. The meeting was tben adjourned,
on their full consent to afford us all the
aid in their power for the progress of
the army.

On the 4th I obtained leave to explore
the Hill of Makalli near the camp. I
proceeded early in the morning and
amused myself till four o’clock p. m.
This celebrated bill  is  situated
at the distance of about one mile
from Tatta. The range runs from west
of the town to north, being eight miles
loag and under one mile broad. Its ave-
rage height is fifty-five feet. The name
is said to be derived from that of a
fisher-woman who bad ber shop there
in days of yore. This small bill contains
about five hundred domed, and innumer-
able unrcofed, tombs. It is a well
populated city of silence. I bad time
euonh to see only foarteeu edifices as
follows :

1. 1dgah, a splendid mosquo whcre all truc
Lelievors guther togother twice a jyear, and
perform the divivo service of tho two loly
days. The mesquo was built Ly Yusuf Khano,
governor of $1ndh. Its inscription is in beautiful
large Naskhtalik characters, as follows:—

*Yusuf Kbag, the powerfal lord, orected thie
place of worship as bigh as his fortune. The
Joar of its finishiug is found by Cherubim—tho
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tomple of Makkab for the virtuous, 1013 A. H,
1633 A. C.

2. The tombsof the two Vazirs—Mirza Jana
and Mirza Ghaazi. Dato, 1095 A. H., 1683 A. C.

8. A grand mosque, built by ‘Toghral. 1090
A.H,1679 A.C.

4. Tombs of Mirza Isa and Mirza Inayatullab,
two governors of the place. Magnificent cdifices
of yellow marble, beautifully carved, with
flowers in bas.rolief, aud surpassing all tho
buildings of the place. Tho inscription givcs the
year of 1058 A. H., 1648 A. C.

5. The tombof a Ministor. 1048 A. 14, 1638
A.C.

6. The tomb of n Nuwab. 966 A.H,, 1558 A.C.

7. The tomb of Pir Asad, tho Kazi, 8 feot
long. Eraillegible.

8. The tomly of Saiyid Abdullab, son of
Saiyid Abdul Kadir Gilani, tho great saint of
Bagbdad.

9. Tho tomb of Mirak Mobammod. 1059 A. H.
1649 A. C.

10. The tomb of Shaikh Zia.
16194.C.

11. The tomb of a king, nDamo illegible. 1109
A.H, 1697 A. C.

12. Tho tomb of Jam Ninda and Tamachi,
tho governors of tho Summa tribe, of ycllow
murble. The building contains threo towmbs.
925 H. A., 1519 A. C.

18. Thotombof Baba Isa Langotiband. 920
A. H, 1614 A. C.

14. Tho tomb of Saiyid Ali Shirazi, tho Saint
of tho Jokhia Sindbi tribe. 1190 A. H., 1776 A. C.

1120 A. 0.

Amongat my official duties I bad the
special honor to translate the draft treaty
of the thirteen articles now about to be
enforced upon the Amirs of Sindh. This
task I performed in ten bours, sitting up
all night. In the moruing the work was
taken to the rcsident, who held the
English draft (in his own bandwriting,
very diftisult to read), in his hanod, aud
ordered mo to read the translation. This
was found to be correct, and met with
the Resident’'s approbation. Captain
Eastwick gave me a present of five
bundred rupees out of bis own pocket as
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a mark of bisapprobation of my services,
and the Residont promised me a higher
reward.

On the 5th at five o'clock, p. m. our
guard killed a Biluch who was taken
prisoner for selling liquor in the camp,
and was consequently ordered to bo
flogzed. Poor devil, he committed the
crime without knowing the retribution.
After be was taken to the quarter-guarij,
be began to wield his sword aud shield
(of which he ougbt to have been dis-
possessed),andinflicted three cuts upon the
sentry, who parried, in the best manuer be
could, with bis firelock, the butt end of
which was cut in two. ‘The prisoner theu
attempted to escape, and hud got aboat
five hundred yards from the guard, with
the naked sword and the shield in bhis
hands, when, passing between tho tents
of Sir John Keane and Colonel Mac-
donald, three muskets were fired at bim:
the ball of one of them, passing through
bis side, brought bLim down dead upon
the spot, and thus he escaped the flogging.

Rumours of our camp being surprised
at night were again prevalent. Several
camp followers bad been plundered near
Lakpat, by a party of twenty-five armed
Siudbis.

On the 16th Captain Eastwick was
ordered to Hydrabad, so we prepared
oursgelves to start, and the next morning
we proceeded to the ferry, about two
miles off, wbouce we embarked on board
the Suake, u swmall steamer. Here
Captain J. Outram joined us. It was a
very cold morning, it baviug rained much
all last night. 'We sailed up about
tweuty miles during the day, and moored
near a village. Passed soveral Shikar.
gahs, or huuting secats of the Amirs.
Thesoe are large tracts of forest land by
the river side, fenced all round, contain-
ing all sorts of game.
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After steaming and sailing forr foor
days, we reached the port of Hydrabad,
on tho morning of the 20th. The view
of the bLills and the country on both
sides of the river, is excellent all aloung.
¥'locks of large birds, with rosy hued
plunmes, wore scen every now and then
floating on the water. On the morning
of the 18th we saw a large alligator fast
asleep on the right bank, within musket
shot, and Captain Qutram saluted him
with a bullet which rebounded from his
scaly back. But the compliment had
only the effect of startling the monster
from his sleep and sending him to the
water.

A young nobleman, Dost Ali Khan,
the son of Khairullah Khan, a
relative of the Amirs, came on their part
to receive us. After the oxchango of
long complimentary seantences he depar-
ted, and we located ourselves at the
Rosidency. Munshi Jeth Anand, the
nativo agent of this place, was deputed
to the court, to know when it would suit
their Highuesses to reccive the Uritish
representative and his companions. He
brought answer on the 2lst, that the
Amirs oould not see the British officers
that day, as they were undergoing the
bi-weekly operation of depilation.

near

On the 22nd, bowever, Mir Subdar
Khan was foremost to seud bis confiden-
tial agent, by wvamo Badrn'd-din, to
Captain Eastwick, with a seci'et message
that he bivel from the first devoted bLim-
self to the British cause, nud would ever
be found most sincere in it. 1'bat Le
must not be held responsible for the acts
of bis cousins, and that be felt auxions
to receive an assurauce of the
nature on tho preseut occasion from
Captain Eistwick before secing him.
Upon this I was forthwith deputed to
accompaoy Baidru'd-din as a bearer of
ronewed assnrances to His Highuess.

same
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After going somewhat more than three
miles, we came in sight of the citadel of
Hydrabad, of which T had heard so
The ncar sight of it disappointed
me. It is no moie than a pentagonal
fortification, budt of baked bricks and
irregularly bastioned, without

much.

mortar,
avy ditch, containing the families of the
Amirs and theirrelations and dependants.
In passing tbrough the town we saw
several parties of Biluchis sitting in
groups with their pipes, and the extract
of hemp under preparation before them.
Tbey scowled upon me and somo reviled
me in their langunge. “ \What do you
say to this,” said I to my fiiend Badru'd-
diu, ““Is this the way of treating foreign-
“ Do you not
know,” replied he, ** a jar exudes what.
ever it coutnins. These are vilo soldiers
from the country. They don’t like
Faringis, and takirg yon to be onc of
them, they are eating this dirt; turn
therefore a deaf ear to these thiogs, in
the same way as the Resident himsolf
does sometimes.”  Considering it expedi-
ent to follow my friend’s advico, I did so,
and entered Mir Subdar’s yalace and was
duly presented to him. He was sitting
opon « bedstead with his son Fath-Ali, a
handsomeo bsy of about fen, attended by
a secret ry and slave, in a large spacious
room without any farniture. After I
bad ejacuvlated wy salutation in the Moha-
medan style, IHis Highness stretched
forth his hand, which I touched with my
right, and was going to tako my seat
uopon the floor like the others, but was
partioularly desired to take a chair that
was brought for the purpose. After
I delivered my message,

ers in your country?”

compliments,
which His Highness heard with attention,
After  this,
upon the subject of the

aud w.s satefied. some
conversation
manuers and customs «f Kuropeans took
and then | took my departure,

Sindbi horsemen were

place,
A couple of
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ordered to escort me to the Residency,
and to protect me from the insults of
the wild Biluchis. ‘Vhen I had got half
way to our camp, another pair of
horsemen galloped up, begging me to
return for a moment, as the Amir wanted
to spoak to mo. I returvod and had to
reveat my message, somo words of which
Mir Subdar, had not fully comprebended.

Having doae this I took may departure
and began to roturn to camp with my
Sindhi attondants, when I saw my
master in company with Captains OQutram

-and Teckie, proceeding to the Counrt of

the three Amirs. My presence also being
requisite, I was desired to go along with
the British representative. ‘l'his was a
day of hard work and starvation for me:
I took enly a picce of bread and a cnup of
ten when I left home in the morning,
and the day was coming fast to an end,
without any end to my business.

On arrival at the Darbar, we found the
crowd of armed Biluchis and altendants
so thick that I thought it was impossible
te pass. Road, howorvor,
the ndmission of tho luropean gentry.
As for myself I remained bLehind and
could not possibly penctrato throungh the
concourse. Captain Bustwick, fou tunately
thinking of me, when with the Amirs,
tarned his head a little and observed,

w.s mnde for

“ Here Lutfullah, takc oare of these
papers.” No sooner was this pro-
nouunced, than the attendants, break-

ing tbhrough the mob, took mo upon their
hands and in a minute convoyed me
sl:ding over the hoads of the multitude
to my mastor, at whose clbow I scated

myself and took <down notes of the
couferenco.
(To be Continued.)
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ARMY & NAVY STORES

Adjoining Beaufort Co., eppusite Marina Hotel, Inverarity Road,
Camp, I{arachi.

SERVES YOU AS:

Tailors, Shirt & Pyjama Makers, Hosiers & Hatters,

Cushion & Matiress Makers, Dyers & Dry Cleaners,
Money Changers & General Order Suppliers.

THAT GIFT PROBLEM?

P ] T ——
=

WE WILL SOLVE IT FOR YOU
BIG VARIETY—LOW PRICES

J MANIKRAI & SONS

Jewellers, Silversmiths
&a

Watch Iltepairers

Elphinstone Street, Karachi.

BUNDER ROAD., F{ARACHI, ‘

FLOUR WILLIRG MAGHINERY AND PULLEVS FOR SALE.

Henry Simon's * REFORM' Vertical Wheat Brash machino with fixed hand

circublating Brushes No. 4 Size . ... Ra. 1,500/-
Nine Barley Cylinders 9'—35" long and "-—t l)nmctox e w100/ cach
63 Amcrical Split Pulleys assorted sizes 127 to 387 ... v J12]e per inch.
15 Cast Iron Split Pulleys assorted sizes 127 to 457 ... e w <f12]- perinch,

The above arc in working order and can be inspected at our \lllls at Karachi.
Reasonable offers will be considered.

Apply to:—
THE KARACHI STEAM ROLLER FLOUR MILLS Co., Ltd.,
Lawrence Road, KARACHI.

When writing to Advertisers pleaso montion " THE SINDHIAN WORLD."”
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USHA
SWADESHI SEWING MACHINE

Cheaper than
Similar foreign
Machines.

All
Parts made from
Forged Steel.

CENTRAL BOBBIN MACHINE
FIRST STANDARDISED MACHINE MaDE IN INDIA BY

THE JAY ENCINEERING WORKS LTD., GALGUTTA.

WITH
Indian Capital, indlan Management and Indian Labour Using Speclal dies, jigs and tools.
SPECIAL FEATURES

1. Frea Instructions given 2. Parts made in our factory

3. Absolute interchaogeability 4. Sparo parts always available

6. Ueootiful and attracrive design 8. Strong, durable and reliable

7. Stitches forvenrd and backward 8. Aptly suited for Embroidery

9. Suitible for familics and tailers 10. Simuvle, Silent and smooth ruoning

HIRE PURCHASE ARRANGED.

THE INDIAN INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS DISTRIBUTORS.

Sole Agents for Sind and Baluchistan.
Parmar Terrace, opp: Plaza Cinema, Bunder Road, KARACH]I.

OLD BINOCULARS MADE AS GOOD AS NEW

Many a good Binocular has been ruined shen
entrusted to inexperienced Persons, devoid of optical
and technical skill.

We undertake repairs and thorough cleaning etec.,
to Prism Binoculars, 'elescopes, of every desc:iption
and put them in perfect serviceable condition.

M. P. ROACH
Sight-Testing Oph. Opticiauns
MAMA MANSIONS, SADAR, KARACHTI.
Repairs undertaken to:—Surveying, Nautical and Scientific Instruments,

When writing to Advertisers please mention ** THE SINDHIAN WORLD "




Tragic Romance of Sasui Punhu
BY
DINGU K. THADHANI.

Adapted from the Sindhi Play by Mr. Lalchaad A. Jagtiani
and Mr. Dioge K. Thadbhauni.

Naoo and his beautifol wife Muudhar,
who lived in the days of Dalurai, were
unhappy for tbey bad no child of their
own.

They both begged at the doors of saints
and temples, wandered far and wide and
prayed day aond night for an issue.
They heard of an old sage, well-versed
in the Scivnce of the Stars and came to
him with gold and silver to be placed at
bis feet. After due obeisance, the good
woman wept and begged of him to fulfil's
ber life’s desire. The sage, after a short
meditation replied: “I have prayed to
the Almigbty and the prayer has been
heard. You will be bestowed with a
child, but her fate is joined to a Muoslim.”

Nnoo and his wife could not decide
whether to be happy or unhappy. ‘They
returned home and anxiously awaited the
birth of the child. Ten months past,
Naoo was blessed with a daughter.

Nnoo was anxious and worried as to
what he should do with the new—boin.
He first decided tu bury her alive but on
the intervention of his wife Mundbar,
agreed on a different course.

They dressed the child in the best
infantile attire, tied a bag of gold and
jewels to her leg, put a saffron mark on
her forehead, and thus bedecked buried
her in a wooden box along with a letter.
Theu Naoo carried the box to the river
and flung it in the rushing waters.

The box floated, and floated like a
swan, by the grace of God, safe and

was old and so was Zecenul.

unrufted, till it reached Bhambbore.® It
was o city of big commerce and great
renown. A washerman by name Lala
Mabmad under whom over five hundred
workors served in the profession saw the
box neariug him.

He ordered the box to be taken out.
Mis amazemeut at secing it floating
placidly was so great that in wild rapture,
he exclaimed to bis wife at a distance:
“The box cannot contain wealth, as I
bhave lot of it already. Methinks, it
contaius the fulfilment ot our desires, O
Zeenub ! Come and let us open the box.”

Now Mabmad also was childless. He
Zeenub had
given up all hope of being a mother as
all her prayers and entreaties, charities
and ceremounies had remained unrewarded.
They opeved the box .in the presence of
a fakir by name Agan who was popular
all over the town and was deeply devoted
te Lala Mahmad. He at ouce took the
fondling in his arms as it lay smiling in
the box with its thumb in its mouth. He
proudly proclaimed that even God dared
not refuse the requests of a * Mast
Kalandar” like him as he had repeatedly
prayed tbnt Zeevub be blessed with a
child. Agan blessed the child and said:
“The child is as beautiful as the moon,
80 let us call her Sasui.”"*®

Zeenub took tbe child in her arms and
kissed it again and again and Lala
prayed in gratefulness. She fondled the
baby when suddenly Lala’s eyes fell on
the bag tied to the baby’s leg. On

® A flourishing city then, near Dabeji Railway Station, about thirty two miles from Karachi.

#% Sus means moon. Sasni means mooo.like.
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opening it he found gold and jewels and
a letter in it. Nooe of them cared to
look at the wealth as Mahmad anxiously
read the letter : “ This is a lawful child
of a Brahmin begot of great sacrifices,
but heaven has decreed otherwise. We
give it back to Varuna, the God of the
Seas, from whom it has come. \¥e nre
well-to-do and we are not sending away
the child empty-handed. Whosoever gets
her will treat her well.”

Finding the child to be lawful their
attachment the child grew.
Mabhmad brought up Sasui in all comfort
and splendour. A palace was specially
built for her, surrounded by lime and
mango trees, rosebuds and lilies, where

gl‘O“’ as

she passed her time, turniog the spinning
wheel bedecked with jewels and a haaodle
of solid gold, in the company of her girl-

companions.
Years passed "by. Sasui is uow
eighteen. Snsui dreams. Sbe dreams

that a Baluch young man, as handsome
as man can be, tall aud stalwart, with
large cyes aud long hair, dressed in silk
and velvet, a veritable prince has made

love to her. She falls in love with him.

Sasui said to herself *“ Like a floweret
of the field I passed my days and nights
in dance aund laughter. I3ut now gone
is my sleep and lost my appetite; my
heart weeps and my body aches.”

The same day Naoo was deputed by
his ruler to Bhambhore on State duty.
He came to Bhambhore with his wife
Mundbar and their retinue. One of the
maid-servants while going through the
bazaar heard the story of a girl found by
a washerman from a bex in a river
eighteen years ago,and heard the people
sing praises of her beauty in the choicest
woids. On return home she told
Mandhar what she had heard and it at
once occurred to Mundhar that the girl
must be ber own daughter. She came
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post-haste to Zeenub and enquired of her
daughter. Sasui had goue to play with
her friends and by the time she returned,
Mundhar told everything to Zeenub as
to why they had left her to the mercy
of the mad river.. Sasui came and seeing
her own features reproduced in the
other woman sitting with her mother
Zeenub, ran up to her saying * Mother,
dear mother ” and embraced her. Mun-
dhar pressed Susui to her breast and after
exchange of tender affections, gave her

. a necklace \_m]ued at a million rupees,

saying to Zeenub: “This is my present to
Sasui for her wedding night.” Bidding
goodbye to everybody her last words
were: “I should go immediately, for if
Sasuni’s father coines to kuow that I had
been to her, he will be greatly upset.”

On the day of Sasui’s dream a merchant
arrived in Bhamblore. He brought a
full caravan.load of and silk,
dushalas nnd lungis, musk nud perfumes
and all the costly dainties of his native

wool

place.

Who was he ? Panhu, the son of Jam
Ari, of Kech Makran, a merchant prioce
of the place who came to Sind to fulfil
fate's unerring law.

There was a famine in Kech Makran.
People died there of starvation as ants
die in Babiho, one of the
merchants, had bheen to Sind a
vumber of times, suggested to Jam Ari
that Sind was flowisg with milk and
hovey and if luxuries of Makr.m were
exported to that place in return for graia
and foodstuff it would be a great service
towards enriching his cofters as well as
saving the poor lives of his countrymen.
To Jam Ari’s eldest son, Puuhu, he
whicpered *“ There dwells in Bhambhore
a maiden by Sasui called.

rainfall.
who

No man on

earth bat he alone deserved her fair
hand.” Punbu was aflame with love
unseen.
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Jam Ari liked Babibo's plan and order-
ed his son Punbu, who was accomulished
in commerce, to get ready for the great
expedition with all spced. The caravan
arrived in Bhambhore amidst thbe tink-

ling of the camel bells, musk fragrance, .

song and laughter. Customs duty had
to be paid and Sasui was the Customs
Collector of Bhambhore appointed by
the then Hindu ruler of the place.t
Punhu went to pay her the duty.

No sooner did their eyes meet than the
sharp arrows of Cupid pierced their
hearts, but Sasui pretending to do her
duty conscieutiously aud houestly demand-
ed that the Custom Duty equal to the
cost of the goods be paid to tho State.
Punhu was dumbfounded and eut:cated
her thus O fair damsel of the State,
in my country a severe famine rages
cruelly and I have come here to sell my
luxuries to buy grain for those unfurtu-
nate ones. llave p:ty on them, O fair-
hearted one.”

Sasui replied “ It is none of our
Your goods will be confiscated
till the duty is paid.” She would show
no concession in the rate of the duty, nor

give nny facility in recciving payment.

concern.

Punhu thereupon in exasperation said
* Better confiscate me along with my
goods. I dare not return home.” Sasui
burst aloud * You have contiscated my
heart before yon have paid anything.”
Punhu replied * My Sasui, befere our
eyes met, 1 had given you my heart.
The brandished spears of love have play-
ed havoc with me and I am happy.”

Both sat down on the door-steps to
plan their future. Sasui hit upon a plan
and explained: ¢ Though your hands be
tender, pretend to be a washerman, by
caste aud profession before my father,
for it is but proper and customary with
us people that I should be married toa
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man of our own oaste.” Punhu said
1 shall do anything, even spatch the
stars from the sky for you. But ininitia-
ted as I am in this urt of a washerman I
shall tear to threads the costly garments
of your father’s rich clients. Then your
father will be angry and our
miscarry.”

plan

Sasui thereupon without a moment's
thought suggested: “ Insert a gold mohur
in every clothe you wash and take it
direct to the owners. It will work well
and there will be no complaint.”

Punhu presented himself in the garb
of & washerman before Lala Mahmad
and after due exchange of greetings
Salum. Alekum and Malckum Salam, said
**O master of the great art! I live by
washing too. I live in Kech Makran
and Punhu is my name. Being fond of
adventurs I have left my place to take
my chance here. I will do your washing
ou mere board and lodging as my return.”

* Agreed” said Lala Mahmad, being
so much impressed with his gait and
form. With his tender hands Punha
did his work as best as he could, and
acting on the advice of Sasui inserted a
gold mohur in cvery clothe and thus
impressed his master that he was a
washerman of no mean merit.

Everyone of J.ala’s customers wanted
his clothes to be washed by Punhu as he
expected to get so much more than the
cost of his clothes. Lala’s work cdoubled
inno time and Punhu became indispen-
sable to him. "To malc sure that Punhu
would always be with him he himself
suggested to marry him to Sasui.

Sasui was duly given in wedleck to
Punhu and Nikehi performed, in great
pomp and merriment. DBoth lived
happily in Sasui’s palaco for a few wecks
when who knew ? their happiness was to
be short-lived.

+ \Women bad the same rights as men io those days and occupicd oqaanl positious with them
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Punbu’s father, Jam Ari, who loved
his son Punhu more than anything else
in the world, could not bear the pangs of
his separation. Every day found him
weaker and weaker both in body and
The final shock
came to him when news was brought to
him that Punbu bad permanently settled
down at Bhambbore, after degrading
himself and bis princely ancestry by
marrying a low washerman’s daughter.

mind due to worry.

Wrath beyond measure, he at once sent
a messenger to Ponbu  with the errand:
“If you do not return post-baste, consider
yourself as disowned and your father
dead.”

returned dis-
appointed with a short reply from Punhao :
‘ Father, there is no disgrace in marrying
where one loves.”

The messenger soon

Cbuuro, Hoto and Noto, Punhu’s three
brothers in whose presence this dis-
appointing reply wae counveyed to Jam
Ari, werered with anger and instigated
their father to allow them to go to
Blambhore and they promised anyhow
to bring back Punbu to his home.

With profuse benedictions frow their
father, the throe brothers set out on their
mission with royal pomp. Jam Ari in
thaoks-giving to the Almighty God pro-
claimed by beat of drum that on Punhu's
return home, he would feed the whole
Raj Mahajan of Kech Makran, to share
his joy with his countrymen.

The three brothers donned their
embroidered coats, wound round their
heads mighty turbans, fastened round
their waists their blue trousers, flung
over their shoulders white scarves heavy
with gold and silver lace, put on their
camels bright saddle-cloths, bead neck-:
laces and strings of bells, bade their
father and mother goodbye and started
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for the long journey with premeditated
plans. They camped for the night with
their caravan at Kahri Bela and sent a
message to Puuhbu throngh their most
trusted companion *“O dear brother,
fatherand motherand your three brothers
are exceedingly glad to receive the happy
news of yoor marriage with the lovely
maiden of Bhambhore. We are reaching
your place tomorrow to bestow the
blessings of your parents on the happy
couple.”

Punhu's jey knew no bounds when he
got this message and anxiously waited to
meet his brothers. Lala Mahmad,
Zeenub and Sasui when infurmed of the
pending arrival of the distinguished
guests, in consultation with Punhbu
decided to accord to them a right royal
reception and to hold a grand fcast in
their houour.

Next day tbe three brothers were
reccived very warmly at tho cutskirts of
Bhambhore, by Puuhu, Labd Mahmad
and all their men. Due and proper
greetings exchanged, they were broughe
in a procession to the pulace.

Sasui was very much excited at the
extraordinary event and she was all
happiness when she learnt that her
marriage with Puushu was approved of
by her husband’s family. With all the
womanly care nnd diligence she herself
supervised arrangemecuts for the evening
feast.

Rich Indian carpets were spread in the
hall, soft cushious were placed for the
guests, a gorgeous huka with the choicest
tobacco was kept for their pleasure,
costly wines and delicious food were pro-
cured and prepared to make the occasion
a grand success.

Master musicians and dancing girls
were also requisitioned to lend charm to
the occasion.
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There was merriment in the whole
gathering, wine was being freely served
when Chunro saw the opportunity of
acting upon his sinister plans. Punbu
bad left the gathering for a few
minutes tosce if tho food was ready to
be ser ved, when Chunro put some Dhatura
in Ponhu's wine-glass. It was already
a late hour of the night and ladies of the
bouse were preparing to go to bed.
Sasui due to the fatigue of the day had
#lso become a vietim to
awares.

slumbers un-
The musicinns
girle after playing their
departed after receiving
from the guests.

and dancing
part had nlso
rich presents

On return Punhu joined bis brotbers
in food and drink. The effects of
Dhatura began to work upon bim and
he fell fsst asleep. Quietly like guilty
thieves, the three brothers lifted uncon-
scious Punhu and leaving the ball rode
on the waiting camels outside and at

great speed mado their way towards
Kech Muakran.

The whole night the party rode on and
on till at daybreak,when they had cover-
ed nearly balf the distance, Puuhu
regained his senses. The wretched
oaptive Punbu was out of wits at findiug
bimself in the unholy grip of his brothers.
Sad, very sad was he ; he tore bis clothes,
beat bhis fevered head and in auger
cursed bis captors. His lips uveither
touched water nor would he partake of
food. The brothers appealed to him in
the name of their fatherbut Punhu would
oot listen.

¢+ Aud Sasui. It was midnight hour at
Bbambhore and Sasui startled awake
from her cursed sleep. She called
Punhu and called again. There was no
reply. Punhu’s cot was thero but Punhu
was gone. Sho cnlled agaiu more sweet-
ly than before when suddenly it dawned
upon her that Punba could not be there.
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She cried * My beloved, your Sasui calls
you. If you do not reply to my call, I
bave no other resource but to die.” Bat
ber calls remained unanswered. Lala
Mabmad and Zeenub also woke up at
ber crics and after soarching the bouse
found to their distress that Sasui was
right as the guests bad bolted away with
their precious prize.

They tried to console their daughter
but in vain. She would say in all sad-
noss “ O my Punhal, T have no father,
no mother, no rolative but you. There
is nobudy to save mo from the grave but
you. Be kind and good aud save me, for
it is bard to die so young."”

She struck ber head with knotted
stick and beat bher soft breasts. Her
mother entreated: *‘ He was a bird from
a strange land and flew back to his folks.”
Sasui replied: *1 loved my busband's
brothers for bis sake and not for theirs.
Nobody thought of me nor of my sorrow.
Mother dear, you too do not realise how
my beart weeps; mine are tears of blood.”
Then argued her father * These Baluchs
are born and bred in treachery; let us
have pity on them for they will go to
bell.” Sasui buorstout: ‘ Father, this
world without Punbu is a bell for me,
who cares whether their souls go to bell!”
To tbe entreaties of her friend Raju she
merely replied: * I trusted bim and bave
lost bim in my sleep, the cursed sleep.
It is my fault, doar, and I must make
penance for it. I will go in search of
him and not retarn till I find him.”

Bare-footed and bare-beaded, with
torn clothes on, she prepared to start on
her quest and bidding goodbye to all,
said: ** Pray for me, i1y dear oues. Pray
for me that where I seek my beloved I
may unot miss his track. I will search
mountnin passes, cross tho valleys and

marshes and I shall cousider myself
blessed even if 1 die in the search.”
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Her mother and father and all her
friends were helpless te control her and
she would not take any of them with her.

Filled strange and unhappy
thoughts, tired both in body and mind,
she walked on and on. She sometimes
sang in pain and sometimes wept in
despair.

with

“Let mo roam and roam alone, till I
find him. I am not afraid of hard, strong
and cruel hills, though they cat my feot
with sharp stones as carpenter cuts his
Harho, Pubb, Vankar and Vin-
dur mountains cannot soften my deter-

wood.

minaticn, whatever diflicultics they may
put iu my way. ‘Uhese meuntaius do not
know of my woe. If my fcet refuse to
walk farther, I will move on my knees;
if my knees bleed in pain I will crawl on
my elbows, but I will reach Punhu any-
how. If tbe hot winds inflame my eyes,
my heart will wecp iostead. 1f wild
apimals attempt to devour me, I will en-
treat them in the name of Punhu tospare
me. Bat alas! the whele nature scems to
be my enemy. The mountain has mado
its passes insuperably difticult, the wind
bas blown eff the foolprints of Puuhu's
camels, tho moon has not risen 10 brigh.
ten my way, the snakes and poisonous
wild animals
threaten me on cvery side, but my only
hope is Allah and my leve.”

creatures in company of

On the uext day at wnoontime, Sasui
felt thirsty and unable to mwove further.
She struck bev foot on the busomn of the
ground and a fountain of cool crystal
water sprang up from it. She sipped
a little water and moved on.

It was sunset the iext day when
Sasui’s eyes fell on a hut nenrby, and
hoping to get u clue about Punha made
ber way towards it. An unruly inhabi-

tant of the mountains, six feet and four
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high with & bunchy-brush of a beard,
red eyes smitten with dirt, shabbily
dressed and bearing a lorh in his hand,

came ont of it. Unsuspecting, the pure

girl asked him if he had scen any camecls
pass by, the previous day. The Alpunh-
war losked at her vavishing beauty with
greedy eyes, for he bhad never seen such
a one before. e made ugly gestures to
her which mude her whole body shiver
with fonr. She cried aloud to Punhu to
save her but no answer came.

The Alpunhwar tried to drag her in his
hut by -force. Sasui.loudly prayed to
God. * Merciful Allah, Lord «£ Mlight,
save me from this monster here. Give
mie a place to hide me in.”

The hard ground beneath her feet
quaked, hills and rocks were torn as-
under, beasts and birds ran and flew in
terror, and in the yawsing gulf she fell,
not in terror or despair but us in the
arms of her protector. ‘I'he reeling earth
closed again and only a corver of Sasui’s
shirt remained visible on the surface.
The goatherd stood with open mouth,
surprised. overawod at tho fury of nature
and wonders of Ged. Full of repentance
this brutal slave of passion raised a
mound of earth at the spot.

Very soon Punhu, having given a go-
by to his brothers, in wild despair reach-
ed the spot and stopping, asked the
goatherd whethor he had come aoross
a woman of excecding beanty. ‘The
goatherd as if dumb moroly pointed tothe
mound of earth. DPunhu looked at it and
saw tho piece of cloth. Recognising it
as Sasui's, he kissed it and kopt it over
his cyes. T'hereupon a voice came from
beneath the earth ¢ Puohu, I am waiting
for you.”

I'he earth once again quaked as before
and Puunhu suw Sasni in all her resplen.
dent beauty and jumped into the chasm
and fell in her embiace for evor. The
carth closed again leaving no trace of
them but the immertal name of these two
lovers cushrined in the hearts of men
and in the poetity of Shah Abdul Latif.

(This story should not be reproduced without obtaining the duthor’s previons permission—FEd. 8, W.)



The History of Cricket in Karachi

J. NAOOMAL
(ALL INDIA TEST CRICKETER)
(Rights of Reproduction and translation reserved by the author))

Continued jrom paye 107 of ** The Sindhian World”, Vol. I, No. 2.

The winners upto date are:—

Quadrangular.
1919 ... Hindus,
1020 ... Hindus,
1921 Drawn ... {3;2ﬂ""

Pentangular.
1922 EBurouvcans,
1923 Drawn ... {:::I"::"
1924 Hindus,
1925 Muslims,
1926 Drawn ... i :!:::::"

1927 Drawn ... i Hindua.

Euruncuns,
1928

1929 Drawn ..

Muslims,

{ lindas,
U Musiims.

1030 Not playoed.
1931 .« Muslims.

] Hindue,
1932 Diawn ... U Mushins.,

1933 ... Hindus.

¢ Hinduas.
1934 Drawn .., U Muslims,

1935 Hindusa,

Hindus,
1936 Drawn ... { Musl me,

§ Hindus,
 Muaslims,

1938 o

1939 e

The credit for starting the above
tournameunt goes to Messrs. 1. G. Travers,
G. J. V. Weigall, C. B. Rubie, R. S.
Nihalchaod Tikamdas, D. J. Jagus, Adam-
ali Yusufali Alavi and J. J. D'Cunba,
This tournament was also the slcpping
stone towards the forwntion of the
Karachi Cricket Association (re-named
The Sind Cricket Association in 1923) in
1624. This Association was mainly
modelled on the Ceylon Cricket Associa-

1937 Drawn

Himdus,
Muslims.

tion and was the first of its kind in Imndia. -

I'he folluwing 14 clubs were its members
from ity inception and now the member-
ship is over 40:—

Karachi Gymkhana,

N. W, R, Sport Clab.

Karachi Bobra Gymkhaoa.

Bharat Social Club.

Young Muslims,

G. . Associatiou

Youvg Amils,

Karachi Parsi [nstitute,

Young Hiodus,

10. ‘A’ Corps Siguals.

11. Movatha Unien.

12, Islawm Sports,

13, Y. M. CLA.

4. Young Zoronstrians..

mease -

€ *

At a meceting of the above 14 clubs
held on 19th March 1924, under the chair-
maaship of Late R. S. Nihalchand Tikam-
das Vazirani, it was unanimously decided
to form the Karachi Uricket Association
(which was later changed on the 20th
April 1928 to the Sind Cricket Associa-
tion) to commence with the above men-
tioned clubs as Founders and the follow-
ing gentlemen to form a Committee to
draft the vules:

1. Luste Lt. Col. C B. Rubic.

2. » R.S. Nibalchand Tikamdas.
3. s Mr.J.J. D'Cunha.
<. »w Mr.D.J, Jagus.

5. Mr. Adamali Yusafali Aavi,
6. ,, N.R.Cleaver (on. Secretary.)

The rules drafted by the above Commi-
tteo werc discussed and passed at o
General Mceting held on 10th July 1924
and Late Lt. Col. C. B. Rubie was elected
as the President. ’

The Associntion, like all public bodies,
was subjected to much criticism, but it
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rose above this, and carried on the work
of raising the.stnndard of the game by
organising the tournament, inviting out.
side teams to play here, sending teams
to other centres and generally dealing
with all the matters affecting this great
game. In fact the Association was on
bard ground and was recognised as the
roling authority on local cricket.

Matches with Quetta Teams.
There are no nctual records to show
when Quetta and Karachi fiist met, but
it is koown that teams interchanged
visits many years ago and in more modern
days the Parsis rogularly took a side to
Quetta every year.

It was on 3rd August 1925, that the
Association invited the Quetta Team to
Karachi. The visiting side, captnined
by Major A. C. Bird, played 5 matches.
I'bis team only won one match against
the Rest, and lost their matches against
the Hindus and Mahomedans and drew
the remaining two matches against Euro-
peans and Parsis. They were a weak
combination, but they started the round
of regular visits aud were A most popular
side.

Ia 1926 they again visited Karachi but
did not win a single match. 'I'bey played
6 matches of which 1 was drawn against
the Parsis while Furopeans, the Rest,
Hindus, Mabomedans and the Karachi
X1 won their matches very comfortably.
Luonon of tbhe Quetta side cortainly
batted very well but the all round play
of the Kurachi teaums was too much for
the visitors. M. N. M. Dinshaw added
another ceolury to his long list and
Gulam Mohamed with Mohamed lbrahim
bowled splendidly.

The Sind Cricket Association
their first side to Quctta under the
captaincy of Lute Lt. Col. Rubie in
Aungust 1927. The side did pot lose a

scut
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single match. It won 3 matches very
easily and drew the other very much in
their favour. Gulam Mahomed and’
Mahomed Ibrahim were unplayable.
Gulam Mahomed, B. D. Shanker and
Naoomal J. all scored excellent centuries.
A. J. Holmes of Sussex was the only
Home player to do anything.

The Quetta teams visited Karachi for
the third time in 1928 and included
General Sir Charles Harrington, G. O. C,,
Western Command and ail Karachi Cri-
cketers were pleased to welcome such a
distinguished personage; moreover, Sir
Charles proved he could handle a bat
well and his example in the field was one
which younger players could emulate
with advantage. He caplained the Free
Forester X[ againt Sind.

This team drew against the Europeans
and lost against Indians; while The
Free IForesters vs. Sind was won by the
latter, Harris and Massey bowled well
for the homesters in the first match while
Gulam Mahomed bowled and batted
splendidly and M. J. Mobed completed
a fine century. The Free Foresters were
beaten by an innings by & young Sind
XI., Gulam Mahomed again playing
havoc with his opponents, both with ball
and bat.

M. C. C. Teams in Karachi—1926,

The first foreign team to visit Karachi
was the M. C. C. Teain under the cap-
taincy of A. E. R. Gilligan in October
1926. For the spade work and the invi-
tation to the M. C. C. to send a first class
side to Indin, the credit goes to the Cal-
cutta Cricket Club. The whole of the
org nization of the tour was arranged by
the Calcutta C. C.

Here, when it was known that the
M.C.C. would play their first matches at
Rnarachi of their Indian tonr, the excite-
ment, the keenness and the expectation
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amongst the lovers of Cricket knew no
bounds.

The M. C. O. selected a very strong
team, and in doing so paid a great com-
pliment to the Indian Cricket. The
team consisted of the following players :—

A. E. R, Gilligan.

R. E. S. Wyatt.

Major R. C. Chichester-Constable.
M. L. Hill.

P. T\ Eckersloy.

G. F. Earle.

A. Sandbam.

J. H. Parsons.

M. W. Tate,

G. Geary.

G. Brosrn,

W. E. Astill,

G. 8. Boyen,

J. dercer.

The M. C. C. team arrived at Karachi
on 16th October 1926. Four matches
were arranged at Karachi and all were
played on the Karachi Gymkhana ground.
The first match was the M. C. C. XI vs.
Parsi & Muslim XI played on 19th and
20th October and resulted in a draw.
The M. C. C. batting first scored 339.
R. E S. Wyatt was the top scorer with
63 and strangely enough Sandham, Tate
and Gilligan each of them scored 57 runs.
Ghulam MAlahomed was the successful
bowler capturing 5 for 114. To the
M. C. C. team's first innings of 339 the
Parsi and Muslim XI replied with 187:
M. J. Mobed 54, Late M. P. Dastur 32
and Sheik Hussein 30 faced the M. C. C.
bowlers with confidence. There was no
interest in the second innings as the
home side batted very slow. M. C.C.
declared at 77 for 4 and the home team
scored 138 for 3.

Their second match was played on 23rd
and 24th October against Hindu and Rest
X1 and it turned out to be a real test
for the M. C. C. howlers in Karachi, not
only that, but in two days even one inning
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could not be finished. This match was
characterised by excellent batting perfor-
mances. For the Mindus and Rest who
batted first, Jagannath V. Dalvi batted
very beautifully and scored 73 (swrhich
included 11 fours) out of & total of 335.
The others who did well with the bat
were the well known veteran cricketer
L. Semper 64 not out, Gopaldas 62. Tate
5 for 61 and Astill 4 for S6 shared the
bowling honours. In the first innings
the M. C. C. could score only 249 for 5.
Sandbam 129 and Parsons 58 added 144
for the fonrth wicket. Sandham batted
with ease and cut, drove, pulled and
played bis strokes all round the wicket.
Dasrath captured 2 for 56.

The third match against the Europeans
on 26th and 27th turned ont to be a one
sided affair and gave a good batting
practice to the visitors as all their play-
ers scored some runs as the total 377
shows. Sandham 67 was once again
their outstanding batsman. The Turo-
peans could only score 151 to which Late
Lt. Col. Rubie’s score was 45 not out and
31 by Greenfield. Tate got 4 for 19.
The interest iu the mnatch faded out
owing to the M. C. C. not forcing the
follow on, but themselves batting for the
second time and scoring 139 for 4.

The M. C. C. won the fourth and the
final match by an innings and 148 runs
which was played agninst the Karachi
XI on 29th, 30th and 3lst October.
Karachi batting first scored only 129 in
which the batting honour went to Gopal-
das 25, M. J. Mobed 32 and Naoomal 32
and the bowling to ‘F'ate 4 for 32. Then
the M. C. C. by scoring 517 runs gave a
good leather hunting to Kavachi. Parsons
batted beautifully for 139 and as did also
Tate 77 and Gilligan 73. Corbutt 5 for
135 bowled well. Karachi was unfortu-
nate in being uuable to stave off defeat as
Late Lt. Col. Rubie and Ghulam Moha-
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med were not well, former baving dis-
located his thumb while Lkeeping wicket
and the latter suffering from Malaria.
The credit of good batting for Karachi
in the second innings gces to Naoomal 83,
and late M. P. Dastur 61 which brought
the total to 240. Karachi fielding was
good. Dastur at cover was magnificent
and Naoomal had to run 50 yards from
‘shortleg midoff to catch Gilligan.

Karachi XI.

BATTING.

1st Inning,
1. Gopaidas M. A, ct. Parsons b. Boyes 26
2. N. M. Dinshaw ct. Brown b. Boyes 10
3. Nacomal J. b. Tate ... . 32
4. M. P. Dastor b. Boyes s 1
5. Gbulam Mobamed ct. Parsons b. Tnte 12
8. C. B. Rubie b, Astill ... v . &8
2. M.J.Mobed b Tate ... . 32
8. Jagapnatb V. Dalvi b, Tate ... “ 0
9. L. Semper Not out ... s v 2
10. Corbatt Run out w1
11. Mobamed Ibrabim ct. Brown b. Astill 0
Extras ... 9
129

2nd Innings.
1, Gupaldas M. A. b. Tate . 10
2. N. M. Dinshaw ct. Geary b. Boyes ... 18
8., NiocomallJ.ct. Wyatt b. Gilligan ... 83
4. M. P. Dastur ct. Geary b. Tate . 61
5. Gbulam Monamned b, Tatoe ... 1
6. C. B. Rubie b. Tate ... we 0
7. M. J. Mobed ct. & b, Geary ... w27
8, Joguooath V. Dalvi Ran Out... e 2

9. L. Semper ct. Astill b, Geary e B
10. Corbutt b. Tato o w 9
11. Mobamed Ibrabim Not Out ... we 8

Extras ... 19

BOWLING.
Ist Innings.
0. M, R. W.

Geory . 7 i 381 0
Tate .. 20 7 32 4
Boyes .. 18 2 38 3
Astill . 18 6 21 2

Jndia.
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2nad Innings.

O. M. R. W
Geary e 28 8 66 2
Tate e .. 273 9 35 ]
Boyes . . 18 5 41 1
Astill | w21 3 66 0
Gilligan ... w 8 1 16 1
Wyatt we 3 1 8 0
M. C. C
BATTING.

1st Innings.

Brown «: L. B. W.b. Gbulam Mobamed 1
Sandbam .., Ct. Rubie b. Corbutt “. 28
Tate . b, Corbutt v 17
Wyatt ... ct. Rubie b. Beraper T
Parsous ... ot. Corbutt b. M. J. Mobed ... 139
Astill «. ot. M. J. Nobed b. Corbutt ... 29

Gilligan ... ct. Nacomol b. Corbutt e 18
Earle .. ct. Semper b. M. J. Mobed ... 61
Geary ... ct. Dinshaw b, Corbatt .. 19

Eckersley ... ct. Dastur b. Gopaldas v 45
Boyes «. Not Ont we &5
Extras .. 6
517

BOWLING.
o M. R W
Gbolam Mobamed 16 3 36 1
Semper . 20 1 63 )
3. Ebrabim . 81 6 &4 0
Corbutt . 28 0 135 5
Dinsbaw we 7 1 37 0
Jaganoath . 6 0 28 0
Gopaldas 11 I 42 1
Naoomal 4 0 21 1]
M. J. Mebcd 12 0 65 2

George Collins as Cricket Coach in 192728,
Encouraged by the performances of
local cricketers against the Gilligan team
and the sound financial position, the
Association invited George Collins of
Kent and England to coach the younger
players and his services have been of
great benefit to the younger players.
Sind Cricket Association Delhi Tour 1929,
This tour was the first Inter-Provin-
cial tour arranged under the Jurisdiction
of the Board of Control for Cricket in
The Association sent out a very
strong team to Delhi in Januvary 1929
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under the captaincy of Late Lt. Col
Rubie, tho well wisher of Sind Cricket
and the other 15 players were Blackeney,
Sherwood, Semper, Dharamdas, HNira-
naond, Naoomal, Gopaldas, Shridhar,
Shankerdas, Ghulam Mohamed, Abdul-
lah, Abdul Khbhalik, Mohamed Ibrabim,
‘Sheikh Hussein and Harris.

The efforts of the tour were well
rewarded. The team played as one and
showed the real oricket spirit every
where they played. It was a jolly team
on and off the field which befits Sind
cricketers. Delhi Cricket officials with
Late Mr. Grant-Govan as their chairman
made the toar very comfortable and
‘bappy one.

The summary results of the tour are:—
1st Match: Sind vs. Delhi & District:

Played on 9th and 10th January, 1929
-on Roshanara Club Ground.

Sind scored 181 in the first innings,
Col. C. B. Rubie 48 and Capt. L. V. S.
Sherwood 45 and Bharamdas 30, N’Mello
5 for 44. 2od innings 156 for 4 declared
A. Kbalik 75.

Delhi and District scored 164 in the
first innings; N. Elhence 53 and
Dhbaramdas 6 for 65.
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2nd innings 77 for 4 wickets, Ali
Hyder 33 not out, Dharamdas 3 for 19.
Result: Sind won on first innings.
2ud Match: Sind vs. Southern Punjab:

Played on 12th aud 13th January 1929
on Rosbanara Club Ground. .

Sind scored 332 for 5 wiokets declared,
M. J. Abdullah 136, Abdul Kbalik 64
and Naumal J. 63.

Southern Punjab 1st iunings
Ferozekhan 55, Dharamdas 4 for 29.

2nd innings 104, W. M. Leggett 31,
Dbaramdas 7 for 19, Ibrahim 3 for 6.

149,

Result: Sind won by un innings and
79 ruos.

3rd Match: Sind vs. St. Stephens
College 5o 16th avd 17th Janmary 1929
on St. Stepbens College Grouad.

Sind scored 291 in the first innings,
Shaagkerdas 50, Abdulla 45, Ramchand
4 for 87.

St. Stephen’s College scored 79, Rajin-
dernath 31, Harris 7 for 39. 2nd innings
131, Ragbirdayal 45, Dharamdas ¢ for 45.

Result: Sind won by an innings and
81 runs.
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Wholesale Representatives of :—

1

o

Sole Agents of :—

Manufactnurers of :—

Also larye stockisis of :—

Proprietor—
GENERAL STORES
Bunder Road,

(Opposite Forbes Office)
KARACH!.

For Sports Goods & Office Stationery
VISIT

Naoomal Jeoomal,

(ALL INDIA TEST CRICKETER)

GUNN & MOORE CRICKET BATS.

SALAM'S SPECIAL CROWN, ‘‘Naoomal Jeoomal '’ Autograph No. | & 2 Cricket Balls
and " Naoomai Jeoomal '’ Autograph Cricket Bats.

‘* Naoomal Jeoomal*’ Writing Ink—Blue Black & Red.

All kinds of Sports Goods & Office Stationery.

TRiIAL ORDER SOLICITED.
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On Disp]ag Now
THE BRITISH CLOTHING Co.,

HIGH CLASS TAILORS

Somerset Street, Sadar, Karachi.

INDIA 1882-88
2 ANNAS DOUBLE HEAD

QUEEN VICTORIA

BLOCK OF 4 UNUSED
UNIQUE

RS. 500

AND A FEW RARE STAMPS

L SEQUEIRA

CAMP—KARACHI.

Acrticles for all sorts of functions, e.g.
At-Homes, Weddings, Social
Gatherings, Sports, etc.

ON HIRE
Such as
Furniture, Crockery, Cutlery,
Glass and Chinaware, Flags,
Buutings and Durries
etc.

Available at all times at very
moderate rates.

Also on

MONTHLY HIRE SYSTEM.
J. C. MISQUITA & Co., Ltd.,

No. 39, Somerset Street, Sadar,
KARACHI.




“SCINDE DISTRICT DAWK”

THE STORY OF THE FIRST POSTAGE STAMPS IN INDIA

by

“"PHILATELIST"

Seven hundred and fifty philatelic
societies the world over are reported to
have celebrated during the month of
May ths centenary of the issue of the
world's first adhesive postage stamps—
Great Britain's ‘‘Penny black” and
“I'wo penny blue” of 1840, But how
many philstelists, let alone the general
public in Sind, know that this province
has the distinction of having been the
first to use postage stamps in India.

It wasin February 1852, that Mr.
Frere (afterwards Sir Bartle Frere), as
Commissioner-in-%ind, first obtained as-
sent. reluctuntly given, to introduce a
Horse Dak instead of foot-runners,
perimentally one year between
Karachi and Hyderabad at a mounthly
cost of Rs. 1.750. Very shortly after-
wards, in opposition to the generally
accented opinion amongst experienced
officials in India who thought that
"prepayment by stamps may do well in
Europe, but will never do in India",
Frere came to the conclusion that it was
possible to introduce the system of
prepayment by postage stamps and make
Frere nicknamed ‘‘the
importunate widow" by Lord Falkland,
the then Governor of Bombay, for his
martvellous skill in either getting assent
or in extorting money for his schemes,
in this instance also won his point.

ex-
for

a success of it.

Sind had been conquered less
than ten years betore and was an out-
lying province still very loosely adminis-
tered and seemed hardly a promising
area in which to make ‘an experiment,
but Frere was convinced thatthe system
was practicable and he determined that
it should be tried. With the assistance
of Mr. Coffey, the resourceful Postmas-
ter of Karachi, he designed the first
postage stamps. The design was a
circular garter, inscribed *“Scinde District
Dawk," within the garter being a heart-
shaped design bearing the initials of
the East India Company and the value
just below. The stamps were printed on
three different papers: white, red and
blue but all the three issues were of one
value, i.e. § anna. There is no certainty
as to who printed or rather “embassed’’
tae curious little stamps. There was an
old letter in which the late Sir Bartle
Frere attributed them to Messrs Dela
Rue & Co., but this is no longer accep-
ted as authentic. All we know is that
they were obtained from London, and
at different times, were embossed plain
on white paper, on red paper and on
blue paper; in which order these were
issued and used is not known.

The stamps were placed on sale
at all district and taluka headquarters,
where the kardars (mukhtiarkars) were

234



235

asked to receive for despatch letters
which were duly stamped. Orders were
likewise issued to every Police officer
and district official to receive all letters
bearing these mystic '‘tickets” and for-
ward them with his official budget to
his superior, who in turn was to pass them
on till they could be delivered to a
reqgular post office. Thus every Govern-
ment office in any department became
a letter box and a cheop and efficient
postnl system was established over the
whole Province. Letters weighing halt
a tola or less had to bear a half anna
stomp, an additional half anna being
required for each half tola; this charge
covered their transmission to any post
office in Sind.

A SLOW START

Local officers were at first luke-—
warm or mildly antagonistic; they had
always said that the system could not
succeed in India, and ‘'l told ycu so”
was the general tenor of their early
reports on its failure to catch on. The
Collector of Karachi. a district then
extending as fsr north as Sehwan. re-
ported that the total receipts from the
sale of stamps upto the end of April
1852 were only two rupees. fifteen
annas, and six pies. The Collector of
Upper Sind plaintively objected that in
spite of the new stamps. l<tler-wrilers
still insisted on sending their letters

“bearing”. But a report of the receipts
for June 1852 gave Frare both his
encouragement and his opportunity.
While the receipts for Sukkur and
Shikarpur were nil, anZ those firom
Karachi only just over six rupees, the
sales at Hyderabad had reached the

giddy height of tifty-seven rupees, twelve
annas and six pies. A few words of
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judicious praise to the Collector of
Hyderabad and of pained surprise
at the lack of persuasiveness
of other officers made it obvious
that the Commissioner's new fad was
to be taken seriously and from this
time onwards the sales of postage stamps
made continuous progress.

The Orders issued by Frere fr:m
time to time indicate the early difficul-
ties which beset the new system. It
was the custom ol zamindars and others
who stood in well with local officiels to
hand over their letters to be transmitted
with the ordinary oliliciel post, and
orders had to be issued strictly forbid-
ding the kardars to accept letters other
than those ‘“on Service’' unless they
were duly stamped. Then the mono-
poly of the Government hod to be en-

forced by forbidding private “kossids’
or mess2ngers to carry lstters for the
general public as apart {rom their own

employers. As early as June 1352,
regulations had to be issued against
the “‘clubbing’ of letters by the thrifty
bhaibunds; clubbing was the practice of
letters intended
for different persons but included in a

including five or six

cover addressed to one mcﬁvnduol The
detailed instructions issued tor the de-
facing of stamps will explain to the
lucky possessors of the now rare *'Scinde
District Dawk” stamps the thorough
nature of their cancellation. ‘The kar-
dar befcre despatching will deface the
stamp with the erasing stemp. to accom-
plish which he must rub a little ink on
the rcugh face of the brass, then place
it firmly on the stamp to be scored. and
give the wooden handle a slight twist
which will 8> deface it as to render it
impossible to be again used".
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No sooner had the postage stamp
established itself firmly than Frere was
thinking of further developments, such
as the institution of Pillar-boxes and of
local deliveries. In October 1852 he
wrote to the Postmaster in Sind asking
him to consider whether the Karachi
Post Otfice and the branch which it was
proposed to open at the Custom House
might not undertake to deliver letters
the
station and its neighb>urhood, ofter the
manner of the Penny Post in E:agland.
It was suggested that
stamped letters might be fixed at tha
Custom House Shed, Kiamari, and at
some place in Manora, the stamp cov-
ering them if they were intended e.ther
for local delivery in Karachi or
transmission by post to any post
in Sind:

with a postage - stamp affixed in

boxes for such

for
office

THE CAMEL TRAIN

Expeiiments were also being contin-
uously made to improve and speed up
the actual conveyance of the letters.
One ot tue most int-resting of thes2 was
the institution. in August 1854. of th2
“Camel Train” between Karachi and Mul-
tan via Sehwan, Larkana, Shikarpur,
Sukkur. Subzalkot and Bahawalpur, wita
branchesto Hyderaba 1. Kotri and Jacoba-
bad. This train was worked by relays
of casmels over beats ¢f about twelve
miles each. Trouble wis sometimes ex-
perienced by the indefatigable Mr. Colffey
{who by this time had been appointed
as Postmaster in Sind on a monthly
salary of two hundred and tifiy rupees)
as the camel drivers many a times took
off their carmels from the beat on any
or no pretext. Mr. Coffey had als> a
compl int to make of the lack of sympsthy
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and help from other departments. One
officer, it appears, bound on a shooting

expedition, had ‘‘puckaroed’ the camels
of her Majesty’'s Mail and used them for
the conveyance of his own kit. But in
spite of all difficulties, Mr. Coifey was
able to show that the working of the
Camel Train for the first six months had
resulted in a profit to Government of
eighteen hundred rupees.

END OF THE SIND STAMPS,

But the days of Sind's leadership in
p s'‘al matters were drawing to a close.
Tha enactment of the Post Offices Act
led to the appointment of a Director
General of Post Offices in India, and
the Postmaste:rs General of Bombay and
Madras were placed under him. On the
first of May 18585, the control of the Post
Office in Sind was handed over to the
Postmaster-General, Bombay. It was not
however until a year later that it was
realised by the Government of India that
the Sind District Postage Stamps were
still in generol use. Their circulation
was immediately stopped and the postage
stamps which were in use in other parts
of India (intrnduced in 1854) were ordered
to be introduced into Sind.

The *‘Scinde Dustrict Dawk' stamps
were once very rare, but some years ago
a systematic house-to-house hunt was
organized through many of the towns
where they were known to have been
used, ond ‘considerable numbers were
found. The present prices of the stamps
are

Unused Used
1 aWhite £ 10 £ 3
3 a Blue £ 15 £ 5
i & Red £ 100 £ 55



37 ADVERTISEMEN'T.

* INDIAN LIFE
ASSURANCE COMPANY, LTD.

KARACHIL.
Established in 1892, it is the oldest purely Indian proprictary
Life Office. It can boast of nearly 50 years of sound and prog:issive
business. It offers very low Premiums, high Bonuses and 0% of
profits to Policy-holders.
Its management is most economical.

It gives Bonus even on Paid-up Policies—a privilege no other
Indian Life Office allows. It has paid claims exceeding 80 Lacs.

ASSETS: { CRORE 30 LACS, OF WHICH
OVER 1 CRORE ARE IN GILT—
EDGED SECURITIES.

C‘S;'uc/ /::w detenils o/ rarious Cg?)/x'cfcs lo~c/u‘u.

when Insuring with “ILACO '’ plcase mention '""THE SINDHIAN WORLD ',




INDIAN LIFE

THE

ASSURANCE

COMPANY LIMITED.

SIND’S ONLY INSURANCE COMPANY.

A RECORD OF 48 YEARS OF PROGRESS.

Of particular interest to the people of
Sind is the opening of the new Head Office
building of the Indian Life Assurance
Company Ltd., on Victorin Road, Karachi,
by His lixcellency Sir Lancelot Graham,
the Governor of Sind, on Wednesday the
8th May 1940.

Not merely is the Company the only Lile
Office with its beadquarters in Sind, but
it is also one of the oldest in the whole
country—in fact it is the oldest purely
Indiao proprictary lifo office, being mana-
ged from its very inception cxclusively
by Indians. In the course of nearly half-
a-century it bhas faithfully served its
policyholders, giving them the best value
obtainable in life assurance.

The Indian [.ife Assurance Co., Ltd., was
established in the year 1892 at Karachi
by some members of the Goan Community,
a community small in number, in anything
but aftluent circumstances, bardly known
in those days in the City, but a community
imbued with sound principles and strength
of character. The wnostentatious manoer
in which the veoture was launched and

the selfiessness with which tho promoters

of tho concern laboured in the beginning,
may be gauged from the fact that there
were practically no preliminary expenses
and that the total expenditure of the first
fifteen wmonths of the working of the
Company was only Rs. 2,431/-

Soon after, branches were opened in
Bombay and Goa and a start was also
made in East Africa. Till the ycar 1934
or sn, the Company’s operations were for
all practical purposes outside Karachi,
confined to these three places and to the
Christian cemmunities in these places.
This conservative policy was adopted and
followed for the sole reason of building
up the reserves of the concern.

From the year 1934 the Company ab-
andoned its couvsorvative methods, began
to expand graduanlly and threw its doors
wide open to people of all communities.
It bas now Branch Oflices at Bombay,
Nagpur and Gon,Chief Agencies in Bengal,
Bihar & Orissa, and in British Kast Africa,
and Organising Oftices at Delhi, Lahore,
Multan, and Rawalpindi in Northern

. India, Lucknow and Benares in the United

Provinceg, Gujrat and Kathinwar, I{ydora-

238



239

bad Deccan, and Southern Iundia. It may
now be truly regarded as an All-India
Company.

With the extension and expansion of
the Company’s activities, its volume of
The total of the
new business for the year ending 3lst
December 1939 was over 32 lakhs as
compered with an annual average of about
2 lakhs prior to the year 1934.

business las increased.

At the present moment, the Life Fund
of the Company is close on to a crore of
In addition, policy-holders have
theprotectionof the Share-holders’ Capital
of four lakhs (ef which Rs. 1,45,000/- is
paid-up) and substanti.] Sharcholders’ and

rupces.

Iovestment Reserve Funds amoumting to
more than fiftecen lakhs. The assurances

in foree exceed two crores twenty lakhs

aud the annual premium income excecds

" seven lakhs. Up # date nearly eighty

lakhs have been paid out by way of claims.

The assets of the Company cousist chiefly
of Government and other gilt-edged secu-
rities of the value of over a crore of
ropees. The Company owuns besides, this
hoge plot of laud at Karachi, on the
Victoria Road side of which the building
recently opened stands, and on the Elphiu-
stone Street and Dundas Street sides of

which stand the old huildings of the

Company, erccted in 1907, with a frontage

of 434 feet. Further,the Compavy owns two
large buildings in Bewbay, one on Curmuac
Road pear the Crawford Market purchase |
in 1917 for Rs. 1,50,000/- and the olher in
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Fort on the Sir Phirozeshah Mehta Road
purchased in 1937 tor Rs. 1,75,000,-.

To this brief rurvey of the Company’s
progressive bistory and of its excellent
financial conditions may be added a few
references to some of the special features
of the Company’s policies. Successive
actuarial valuations, made in accordance
with the law, have not only revealed the
great finavcial the Company
enjoys but have made it possible to allot
substantial te the beoefits
assured by its policies as showu by the

strength
inorements
following record of surplusses disclosed

rates declared in recent
quinquennijums :—

aud bonus

Bonus rates per
annum per 1,000.

Date. Surplus, Whole Endow-
Life. ment.
Rs. Res. Rs.
1917 1,49,061 12/8 10
1922 3,67,240 17/8 14
1927 6,75,545 20/0 16
1932 8,27,423 22/8 18
1437 9,74,526 22/8 18

A noteworthy feature is that the Com.
pany is the only Indian life office which
The
Company is further neted for its economy
of management with the lowest expensc
ratio on record of any Indian company.

allows bonus om paid-up policies.

In sliort, the success of Uompany is an
achievement of which the people of Sind
might well be proud, aud is deserving of
the full support of every patriotic Sindhi.




The Board of Directors
OF THE

INDIAN LIFE ASSURANCE Co., Lid.

Mr.P. J. ATHAIDE, J.P. Mr. J. F. CASTELLINO

Mr. W. Lobo, Chairman

Mr. F. P. DE SOUSA

Mr. L J. MASCARENHAS, Mr. E M. SEQUEIRA,
M.B.E. M.B.E.

Mr. A. R. D'Abreo, Secretary
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The “ILACO”

House, Karachi

THE NEW HOME OI' THE OLDEST PURELY
INBIAN PROPRIETARY LIFE OFFICE.

Of Jate ycars Kuarachi has been the
scene of a great deal of building activity.
Modern mothoils of construction coupled
with a growing recognition of architectural
beauty have contributed to embellish
city which has already the reputation of
being the cleanest in India.  Ar the same
time, the dangers of unhealthy over-
crowding and congestion have Leen borne
in mind so as to avoid the mistakes which
similar progress has made elsewhere.

A leading place in this aclivity is taken
by *Ilaco House,” the new head oflico
building of the [ndian [ife Assurance
Compnny, Limited. Not content with the
material benctits which it bestows in its
business operations, the Company has
evidently spared neither puins nor ex-
penditure in order to provide the aesthetic
satisfaction which goes with a truly noble
piece of architectural beauty. Ior this
contribution toitscivicamenitics the people
of Barachi ougl:t Lo be truly grateful.

Besides being a lucrative investiment for
the Company and an attractive landmark,
the building has a further claim to promi-
nence. Far-sceing persons have predicted
8 prosperous future for Yictorin ltoad, as
yet an nondevelopeil thoroughfure but full
of promise. Inthe movement which must
steadily and rapidly develop towards the
realisation of this prophecy, *“linco House”
takes the part of a pioneer. Indecd the
Company’s action in shifting its head-
quarters from Elphinstone Strect to
Victoria Road is & forc-runner of a natural
movement which the high-class retail
trade of the city will inevitably undertake
in the near future.

The building itself is a thing of sheer
beauty, in which inodernity blends with
tradition. It has five storcys and an
tmmensc frontuge of no less than 300 feet,
The fucade is for the most part of that
dehghtfnl matevinl, Jodhpur Stone, the
ground tloor and plinth being faced with
the choicest Ltalian and Belginn marbles,
black unud coloured, in a »chicme which
harmonises perfectly with e exquisite
lines of the building.

The ground flonr is designed to accomo-
dato high cluss shops, while the upper
floors ure for the most part devoted to
residentinl fiats and professional chambers,
which are unique in being served with
three electric lifts. On the fourth floor
is housed tho Company’s own oftices
which have heen planned with an cye to
beauty as well as to hygienic and comfor-
table working conditions.

The building has heen plunued and its
construction supervised by the well known
architecls, Messis. Mistri & Bhedwar, of
Bombay and Karachi. The Principal
Coutractors were. Messrs. Bhagwan Raja
Patel & Co.,, who have been responsible
for muny of th - fines” buildings in Karach-.
The extensive sanitury instullation was
cnrried out by the Karnchi Sanitary &
Drainage Works, Mr. M. A. Vanin exeruted
the electrical installition, while the three
Schindler lifts were supplicd by Messrs.
Richardson & Cruddas. The tiles were
supplicd by the Sind Patent Tiles Co.
(Nusserwanjee & Co.,) and the marble
work has beon entrusted to Iaval Tiles
and Marbles, Litd.
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SANITARY WORI |
FOR THE HEAD OFFICE BUILDING OF THE
INDIAN LIFE ASSURANCE GO, LTO.
USING
SHANKS
FAMOUS FITTINGS WAS EXECUTED BY

THE KARAGHI SANITARY & DRAINAGE WORKS.

SANITARY ENGINFERS & BUILDING CONTRACTORS
YUSUF STREET, NEAR J. TIRATH & CO., KARACHI,

Your clethes nie cleaned thoroughly by us.

Hygienic attention to summer clothes is constantly
essential, otherwise the perspiration on your body will
deteriorate and destroy them. You keep yonursolves
healthy if yonr clethes are cool and cleanand clear.
We thoroughly clean them without dotoriorating the
durability of the materials. Clinrges most roasonable.

We dryclenn and preserve your woollens during
hot weather.

Thorough and scientific cloaning is onr spociality.

BOMBAYWAILLA,
ART DYERS AND CLEANERS,
Elphinstone Street, KARACHI,

PHONE 7231,

NANIK AMOTI OIL
The safest way to banish ECZEMA—IS te uso the best romedy first? Boubtful
remedies bave led many into deadly dangers. To evsuro safety, use NANIK'S
AMOTI OIL. Find how amazingly it arrests Eczema, Itching, Ringworm, Pimples,
Prickly Heat, Boils, Freecles, Ialling of the Hair and Lices, White and black dots of
skin, Piles and all other skin diseases. It also relieves Rheumatic pains by rubbing.

Prices Per bottle :—Small -/10/-, Large Re. 1/.. 11b. Rs. 2/-
Drink AMOT'I MIXTURE to cure all tho nbove mentioned diseases.
Prices Per bottle :—Small Re- 1/4/-. Large Rs. 2/-, I 1b. Rs. 3/8/-.
Can he had everywhere

NANIK CHEMICAL WORKS,
opp: Small Causes Court, Swami Narayan Chawl, Bunder Road, KARACHI.

Edited & Publistad by J. A. Jagtiani, 31.3 Abul Kalam Azad Road, Amil Colony No. 2, B. R. Exten-
sion, Karachi and printcd by Alex Fonscea at the Wnion Press Ltd, Elphinstone $t, Karachi
(Cover & Popes 188, 181,197, 211 te 233, 237 to 23y, 242, 243) ‘. T. Abichandani at Albert
Pr.ss. Elphinstone St Karachi(Pages 192 to 196, 199 to 210, 234 to 236)and 8. L. Shahani
ot Metberland Press, Ecmball Road, Kaiachi (art supplements & Pogus 169 & 191.)
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MYRNA LOY~—star of
*Ancther Thin Man'

CuT OUT THIS COUPON
FOR FULL PARTICULARS.

NOME occvemseansessomasnes s

Address
LKART BROS., import Department,
McLeod Road, KAR ACHI.
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