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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

This book which is actually a research report written by Ms. Mastoor Fatima Bukhari
for the fulfilment of M.Sc. degree examination in Archaeology in the year 1986 of Shah
Abdul Latif Campus Khairpur, University of Sindh is devoted to Aror, the
archaeological site of the civilization of Sindh. The book seeks to draw attention to
the appalling conditions of the ancient ruins which could be irreversibly damaged.

The attempt of the author in this book has been to present an archaeological
exposition of the historical site of Aror hidden in the mounds of ruins. Her effort of this
research at least breaks a new ground in an area that has been largely neglected. She
has tried to place together the important ideas in different works and have presented
these in a concise and lucid manner. It is with this end in view that suitable
illustrations, sketches, diagrams, tables etc. have been provided. The book is,
therefore, likely to be useful to the students of Archaeology.

The Institute of Sindhology has the honour to publish it under its scheme of
publishing the books on literature, history, culture and civilization of Sindh.

DIRECTOR

Jamshoro, Sindh
INSTITUTE OF SINDHOLOGY

12th, January. 1991



The Archacological Silc of AROR

PREFACE

I had heard a lot about the Aror, but had not scen any archacological documentation
regarding this site. The Department of Archaeology, Government of Pakistan, informed me that
Majumdar’s excavated material of thesite is lying in India at present. When Ivisited thessite, I found
it fascinating enough to do some archaeological rescarch work.

I'have done thisresearch work inorder to learn how to document and record the forgotten
sites and to draw the attention of public and private sectors to preserve the Aror site which remained
the capital of Sindh for many centuries. By recording this site, | hope other noted archacologists will
further the research on the cultural heritage, the past socictics and splendour of Sindh.

As we know, Shah Abdul Latif Campus (now the University) at Khairpur is still a devclop-
ing institution, which does not command vast facilities, and the Department of Archacology lacks
funds for exploration, excavation and transport. No laboratorics ctc. arc available. Being a student
of archacology, I had to fulfill the prescribed course according to the syllabus. Thisassignmentis the
part of the subject of M.Sc. final ycar.

[ have divided my report into three parts. Part-I is the general study of the subject. Part 11
contains the description of all the surface collections with important photographsand drawings of
artificats.l have tried to make thisreportcolourful and attractivecnough to catch the cyes of public.
Part I11 consists of references, appendix and bibliography.

Khairpur, Sindh MASTOOR FATIMA BUKHARI
10th. February, 1986.
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The Archacological Sitc of AROR

INTRODUCTION

An unexplored archaeological site which is the subject matter of this report is named “The
Archacological Sitc of Aror”. The site liesin thevicinity of Rohri town. As a matter of fact the sclection
of this topic is duc to paucity of publications about Aror. This site has been only cited and referred
by historians, travellers and some writers. No archacological work has been done by any body

The Alor/ Aror site bears a large number of cultural remains and is open to study for an
archacologist.

Here in a bricf study and a report of the sitce is laid down with a hope that the Department
of Archacology and Muscums of Pakistan will pay their due attention to this site, which is cited in
diffcrent history books as the capital of Sindh in the past. The salient features are an invitation to
reconstruct the past. Many a mysterics await on the hilly site of Aror to be discovered.

It is also hoped that further exploration and cxcavation of Aror will produce morc material
forthe construction of cultural history of Sindh. OnlyoncarchacologistMr. N.G.Majumdarexplored

and cxcavated the site at Aror. A test pit discovered someartificates which are lying in India now.
After him, nobody has ventured into exploration of excavation of this site.

Mastoor Fatima Bukhari
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GENERAL ASPECTS









The Archacological Sitc of AROR

I
LOCATION OF THE SITE

The ruincd city of Aror, once the capital of sindh and a metropolitan, is situated at the
longitude 68. 56° cast and latitude 27. 40° north in taluka Rohri, district Sukkur.

The ruins of Arorlic on the castern edge of the low limestone range some five miles south-
cast of the present town of Rohri, and appear also to have been extended into the plain below. They
overlook a gap in the hills through which a branch of the Indus has obviously run, and may be
presumed to have been following at the time, protecting the city from the north, 9

> Bridget & Allichin, “The Discovery of Palacolithic Sites in the Plains of Sindh and their Impli-
cations”, The Geographical Journal, Vol. 142, Part 3, November, 1976, p. 476.

14
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The Archaeological Site of AROR

II

A GENERAL OBSERVATION

The site of Aror is a huge and impressive one. When we look at it,a picture comes in mind,
that it was recally a big and well established city flourishing in ancient times.

The most prominent and eye catching general and peculiar remaining features of Aror are
house structures, public buildings, mosques, tombs, wells and a fortress. Aror like Rohri is situated
on hilly terrain and the old city is builtupon a high rocky ground. The old fort or citadel of Aror was
built at the highest part of the site. A portion of the fort- wall in the west of the site is still there.

The fort bricks were removed from Aror by Mirza Shah Baig in 16th. century and with them
he built the fort of Bakhar.

..... bricks of the verylarge and ancient kind, are to be seen in the foundations, and arebeing
dugout of extensive pits in the very bed of what is said to havebeen the old river channel, a few feet
only above the very lowest presentlevel (not of the canal bed) at the old bridge.” ?

There are two tombs of Shah Shakar- ganj and Qutub-ud-din Shah or Qutub Shah who were
the friends of Qalander Lal Shahbaz of Schwan.

Froma hillock, a fertile valley could be seen, which is famous for the battle- field between the
Arabs and locals.

In Aror area, there are two tombs of suhagan and duhagan. In the south-west of Aror, there is
the Madrasa of Moulvi Arif Bhatti and the temple of Kalka Devi. On the top of the hills, there are
cvidences of site of lithic factory of Harrapan and palaeolithic period of Sindh. There is also an
evidence of Buddhist stupa.

In this beautiful and splendid city, therelived a king, whose name was Sahiras son of Sahasi
(The founder of Rai dynasty: 499 to 632 A.D.). @

The city of Aror was built with the help of stone foundation and bricks. All the remaining

@ Cousens, Henri, “The Antiquities of Sindh”, Oxford University Press, Karachi, 1975, p.76
@ Panhwar, M.H., “Chronological Dictionary of Sindh”, Institute of Sindhology, S.U., Jamshoro,
1983, p.114.

16



The Archacological Sitc of AROR

ruins found are mostly made up of burnt bricks with stone pavement structure.

The fort-wallis scmi-circularand made upof Iargebricks. Therearealso ruins of twoor three
old mosques. The people of the present village Aror attribute these mosques to Muhammad Bin

Qasim and Mughal emperor Aurangzeb.
There is also one burnt brick-well at the top of the hill of Aror, now used as garbage-pit by

the villagers.

17



Ihe Archacological Sic of AROR

[11

ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECOLOGICAL
CONDITIONS

The range of Rohri hills starting from Old Sukkur, includes Rohri, Kalka hills of Aror, Shadi
Shaheed and Kot-Diji hills. In Rohri hills there are various archacological sites, one of which is Aror.®
“An old ruined town situated five miles to the south-east of Rohri. In the bed of the river, which once
flowed near this place, two stones are sct up marking the ancient course of the Indus, then known as
the Mihran. The Wahinda, Raini and other flood channcls, the beds of which intersect the country here
to north-eastward direction of Alor, flowed regularly at that period and inundated a widce arca”.®
Therefore it provided fertile plain and large production of agricultural commodities.

“Aror was sited on the banks of the lost river of Sindh, about which therc have been so many
theories. In the map illustrating Thomas Pennant’s quaint and learned view of Hindustan 1798, this
river is shown as rising in Himalayas, cast of the Sutlejand flowing down pass the town of Umarkot,
into the Gulf of Cutch. Itis therefore called the Ghaggar river, which may be_ a corruption of the
Hakara, the name still applied to the parts of the ancient bed. Long after itcecased to be anindepen—
dentriver, its bed under the name of the Nara (Nala) served as a channel by which the flood water
of the Indus wereguided down to the Dhoro Puran, theancientchannel of the Indus, and sointo the
Kori Creek”®. The Aror city had been built of pucca bricks and stones, on a rocky hill having its

wall then washed by the Indus.

The ancient climate and environment of this area were more humid than today. The
cvidences of crops are more or less similar as present day. The crops grown were:

(i). Cercals: rice, guwar, bajhri and wheat.
(i1). Oil Seeds: mustard.

(ii1). Fruits: dates, ber (Zizyphugujuba)
(iv). Other crops: cotton.

The arca was much fertile and alluvial. The Indus in its lower course flows through an arca
of extreme aridity with a rainfall of 90 mm., at Rohri, Upper Sindh.®

The monsoon in Sindhis unreliable and for years together the rainfall may be well below the
average. The fertility of the plain was entircly due to the various water-courses of that time. The
cenvironment of Aror was excellently attractive and pleasant.

@ Bhatti, Rashid, “Rise and Fall of Aror—the old capital of Sindh”, Sindhological Studies, (Jr),
Institute of Sindhology, Jamshoro, Summer, 1978, p.46.

@ Sorley, Dr. H.T., “Gazettecr of West Pakistan, the Former Province of Sindh”, Government of
Wost Pakistan, Karachi, 1968, p.326.

™ Ihid. p.326.

“  Bridget & Allchin “The Discovery of Palacolithic Sites inthe Plains of Sindnand their Geographi-
cal Implications”, The Geographical Journal, Vol. 142, Part 3, November 1976, p. 476.
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1V

ECONOMY

The “Chach Namah”, also known as “Tarikh-i-Hind” describes, “The capital Alor is a town
adomed with various kinds of royal buildings, pillars, gardens, fountains, streams, meadows and
trees and is situated on the bank of the river called Mihran. ©

The site of the once most celebrated cities of Sindh is disputed. Though eight centuries have
clapsed, since the prosperity of Alor was at its height, no records of its inhabitants is left. The
mouldering heaps one now behold, were nnce the abode of thousands and the scat of an empire. @

The economic life of Aror has all along remained a function of the river Indus. The
archacological sites throughout the Indus Valley bear out that this river has brought into existence
the flourishing towns and cities on its banks and “the remarkable prosperity of the kingdom of
Musicanus (Aror) indicates that it was exceptionally well watered. It is fairly assumed that the
Wahinda, Raini and other flood channels, the dry beds of which interscct the country north, castward
of Alor, were flowing regularly at this period and distributing the inundation over a wide arca”.®
The water have provided means of livelihopd to its pcople.

The city of Aror was the capital of Hind-Sindh. A king named Rai Sahiras ruled over this city,
who had treasure and wealth in abundance. The fame of his generosity was spread all over the area.

According to Mir Masoom Bakhari, “Aror was a very big and fortified city of Sindh, located
on the bank of a tributary of river Indus. It was full of palaces, pools, multi-story buildings, pastures
and fruit bearing gardens. Every facility and a thing thata residentor traveller needs and desires was
available in this city”.®

All the above accounts of the Aror buildings and other ruins show that the trade, business
and well balanced economy and facilities were available. So the travellers used to come here and did
their business with others. The citizens of Aror were craftsman, tillers, masons, shopkecpers,
boatmen, stone-cutters, chiscllers, brick-makers, artisans and potters.

“ Cousens, Henri, “The Antiquitics of Sindh”, Oxford University Press, Karachi, 1975, p.76.

@ Eastwick, Licut., E.B, “A Notc on Rohriand Alor”, Journal of the Bombay Branch, Royal Asiatic
Socicty, April 1843, p.208.

™ Lambrick, H.T., “Sindh: A General Introduction Vol:1”, Sindhi Adabi Board, Hydecrabad, 1964,
p.108.

“  Bhatti, Rashid, “Risc and Fall of Aror-the Old Capital of Sindh”, Sindhological Studies(r.),

Institute of Sindhology, Jamshoro, Summer, 1978, p.57.
19



The Archacological Sitc of AROR

They all had facilitics of food. They worked there with freeness of mind, otherwise while
struggling for food, they could not havemadchugebuildingslike that. They allhelped the economy
of their country.

The remarkable prosperity of the Aror shows that it was exceptionally well watered. The
river-coursc of any country directly influences its economy and is necessary and important in the
development of any country or city or any civilization.The prosperity of Aror depended upon
agricultural surplus duc to cffective cultivation through river water channcls. Its inhabitants were
mostly tradcers, agriculturists, craftsmen and there might have existed a good tax system. It shows
that they worked under the law and order. There was administration of Hindu rulers. They used to
collect tax from the ships which anchored at their ports. Aror city was very prosperous and had gold
mines ¥t that time. It was a big river-port of Sindh.®

@ Maulai Shaidai, Rahimdad Khan, “Sindh Ja Purana Shahar”, Sachal NatlonalScmmarCommlt-
tee, Khairpur, 1983, pp.13-16

20
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The Archacological Sitc of AROR

Vv

SPECIAL FEATURES

Most prominentfeature of Aroris the fort. “The Aror city was built for most part, upon high
rocky ground, the old fort or citadel occupying the highest part.Hindu bricks of the very large and
ancient kind are to bescen inthe foundations and are being dug out of extensive pits in the very bed
of what is said to have been the old river channel.”t"?

THEENCEINTE: “(Thcrampart whichsurrounded afortress)is anirregularoval withalong
diametcer of the perhaps 150 yards. On the castern crest, two piles of good brick-work, one tall and
the other much caten away by time, appear to denote the main gate”.®

MOSQUt: Thisis attributed to Muhammad Bin Qasim and 1s situated on the riverof Aror.lt
is said that themosque was builtin 712 A.D.(94 A H.). Regarding the authenticity of the date, there
is a nced of concrete evidences. At present only two walls of north and south and small portion of
courtyard have survived. The courtyard is 40 fect long and 34.5 feet wide. Northern wall is 18.8 fect
high.The whole structure is madc up af burnt bricks. The bricks arc of two types, large9"x9"and small
9"x4". Thereis much plasteronits stone foundation. Therearce two arches in the walls on the northern
side and onc arch is n the southern wall.

AURANGZEB-MOSQUE: Thismosqucissaid tohavebeen builtby theemperor Aurangzeb
of Mughal dynasty. At present only its mihrab survives. The measurement of the bricks is the same
asthatof Muhammad BinQasim Mosquc’sbrick:i.c 9"x9". Some bricksarc little larger than it. Inthe
history, there is no description about it.

GRAVE OF PIR HASHU SHAH: This grave lics under the shadow of Aurangzeb mosque.
Around the grave , four mud -walls arc crected with stone foundation. Superstructure is of mud
bricks.

TWO TOMBS: Thesc two tombs arcof (1) Shah Shakar-ganj, who was the friend and contem-
porary of Qalandar Lal Shahbaz, and (2) Qutub-ud-din Shah or Qutub Shah.

TWO OTHER TOMBS: |n the north-cast direction of the ruins of Aror, two other tombs are
situated. Nobody knows to whom they belong, but arc known as the tombs of Stthagan and Duhagan.
Accordingto Mrs. Halli Adward (Feliow of New York University ), the tombs were the master-picces
of Muslim art, before the Mughal period. Their decoration depended upon small bricks in geomet-
rical manncr. According to some historians, these were Bhuddist stupas converted into tombs.

¢7 Couscns, Henri, “Antiquities of Sindh”, Oxford University ress, Karachi, 1975, p.76.
©  Ibid. pp. 77-79.
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The Archacological Site of AROR

ANOTHER TOMB: Near the end of the fort wall, there is a tomb, which some say that itisa tomb,
while others insist that it is a mosque. Old inhabitants accepted it as a mosque he measurement of
the bricks is the same as that of Muhammad Bin Qasim’s mosque. In the interior of the dome, bricks
arcsct-out very beautifully and systematically.

According to Rasheed Bhatti, who is considered to bean authority on the site, “thisis the unly
surviving ruin of the Arab period”.

WELL: There is a well near the citadel area, dimensions of which are8'.7"x8'.7".Bricks used
here, are measuring 9.2" x 9.2" and are of Hindu periods.

MARKING STONE: A stone is erected on the place, where Mir Masoom set-out the stone,
for marking divergence of river course. The original stone has been removed and preserved in the
Muscum of Mohen-Jo-Daro at present.

CODOWNS : Towards the east, there are three or four godowns. This is a new discovery.
During my survey, [ have found full evidence of a big storage jar fixed in the wall and some type of
seeds whichwere later determined as carbonized seeds of fuwar. A sample of some has been collected.
It may be noted that this type of storage can also be scen in Mohen-Jo-Daro.

TERRACOTTA PIPE: Near the modern houses of village Aror, a very important and a
sensational discovery is that of the pipe of terracotta, under the ground, for the sewage. Itsdiameter
is 3". It proves that the inhabitants of Aror were civilized enough to have underground drainage
system like the Mohen-Jo-Daro. This pipe is of terracotta and its small parts have been found there.

TWO BUILDINGS : (1) Mosque of Moulvi Arif Bhatti and (2) Cave-temple of Kalka Deri.
These both are the constructions of later period.
Ancient ruined houses and present houses of Aror village, could also be seen at the site.

If further excavation of the site is undertaken, other interesting things can be found, which
would definitely project the high technology adopted by the people of Aror.
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The Archamlogicnj Sitc of AROR

VI

SITE DESCRIPTION BY VARIOUS HISTORIANS
AND TRAVELLERS

Various historiansand travellers have referred / written about Aror,during different periods.

“The country of Sindh presents but a scanty ficld for the rescarchers of the antiquities. Few
monuments which could be useful to us, the writers of history, were traversed by the classic waters
of the Indus and trodden by cvery invader of Hindustan.

“Even the site of the once most celebrated cities of Sindh is disputed and though perhaps
eight centuries have elapsed since the prosperity of Alor and Brahmanabad was at its height no
record of their inhabitants is left and vague tradition does inform us that the mouldering heaps, we
now behold, were once the abode of thousands and the scat of an empire.

“In the Chach Namah and Mausum Namah, there is no account of the ages which intervened
between the invasion of Alexander and the conquest of Sindh by the gencrals of the caliphs except
a few names of kings and some legends”. ¢

“The earlicst available sources of history of Sindh is famous Fateh-Namah of Sindh or Chach-
Namah. It is said to have been written by an Arab historian, who had accompanied the conquering
Arab army and later on settled in Aror. One Ali Bin Muhammad Koofi, a Persian writer was able to
get the manuscript from a Kazi family of Aror, and translated it into Persianin 1300 A.D. The other
sources of history of Sindh, before the Muslim conquest period, are the archacotogical reports, the
reference of Greck writers and historians, travelogues of Chinese pilgrims and old Hindu scriptures
tike Vedas, Mahabharata and Ramayana” .2

There was an independent and non - Aryan civilization different from the rest of the sub-
continent. A group of Aryans, whoinabout 1500 B.C. descended upon and settled in the Indus valley
plain, Sapta Sindhava, the country of scven rivers. Aryan arrival was described in Hindu religious
book, Mahabharata.®

“In Bhuddist literature some verses quoted giving a table of seven main divisions of Aryan
India. Sauvira land was on of its kingdom having its capital, the city named Roruka and the king

M Eastwick, Lieut., E.B, “A Note on Rohriand Alor”, Journal of Bombay Branch Royal Asiatic Society,
April, 1843, p. 210.

@ Bhatti, Rasheed, “Rise and Fall of Ator-the Old Capitat of Sindh “, Sindhological Studies (Jr.),
Institute of Sindhology, Jamshoro, Summer, 1978, pp.44 - 45.

® [bid. p. 46.
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namcd Bharata” !

According to the Alexander’s own testimony, the dominions of Musicanus in Upper Sindh
were themost prosperousin India. In327 A.D.Musicanus was an important rulerof thelowerIndus
region comprising of UpperSindh... According to Lambrik,its capital city was the Aror. @

“At the time of conquest of Sindh by the Arabs under Muhammad Bin Qasimin 711A.D.,
Aror was the capital of Sindh and the residence of king Dahir.” ®

It is described that in the bed of the river, which once flowed near this place, two stones are
sct up. They are supposed to mark the ancicnt course of the Indus. @

N.CG.Mujamdarhas expressed, “Arorwasthe capitalofDahir, king of Sindh and was invaded
by the Arabs. .. Thereisa cluster of small mounds just to the north-castof the Arorvillage alongwith
the Juncjo Road.” %!

The city is reported to have been built of pucca bricks and stones on a rocky hill, having its
walls then washed by the Indus. It seems probable that the change in the course of the river was the
causc of its destruction. It is presumed that the change of the river course was due to silt deposition
or by an carthquake which took placc some where about 962 A.D. (341 A.H). @

@  Bhatti,Rashid, “Rise and Fall of Aror-the Old Capital of Sindh”, Sindhological Studies (Jr.)
Institute of Sindhology, Jamshoro, Summer, 1978, p.48.

® Jbid. p. 48.
™ Smyth, J.W.,“Gazctteer of the Province of Sindh”, ‘B’ Volume 111,Sukkur District, Government of

Bombay, 1928, p. 34.
“@  Hughes, A.W., “Gazetteer of the Province of Sindh “, George Bell & Sons, London,1876, p. 116.
#  Mujamdar, N.G, “Explorationin Sindh”, Manager of Publications, Delhi, 1934,p.38.
® Sorley, Dr. H.T., “Gazcttcer of West Pakistan - The FormerI'rovince of Sindh”, Government of
West Pakistan, Karachi, 1968, p. 327.
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VII

RELIGIOUS CONDITIONS

According to different descriptions, Sindh from the Aryans to Arab conquests, always
remained as the dominion of various dynastics, but it is also a fact that Aror was the capital most of
the time.

Thehistoryindicated that during differenttimes, differentreligious prevailed in Sindh. It is
obvious that this city saw different religions practiced by the different dynastics. Aryans like their
ancestors worshiped the powerful things. This has been the human behaviour from the stone age till
the enlightenment of religions. But before Islam, we find different religions in this arca. People were
impressed and have worshiped all the powerful things. So Aryans also worshiped Fire, Sun, Moon,
Earth, Sky, Rainfall, Water, Wind ctc. They also worshiped so many gods and goddesses, Pirthvi(a
vaguc and rarcly mentioned personification of the carth), Indra, (the war god), Vishnu, Ahurmazad
(the god of light), Dyanus (the personificd heavens), Usha (the goddess of dawn), Purjanis, Soma (the
sacred incbriating of Veda, personified as a god).

Inrecorded history, there isanindicationof Bhuddistrulers followed by Brahmans at the time
of Raja Dahir. The Brahman rulers worshiped gods, goddesses and dictics. After the Brahmans, Jain
religion and their sermons were spread duc to its humanitarian lessons. “This time was 600 to 528
B.C.”" The lesson was that (a) to keep off all living organisms, (b) to keep truth,(c) to be away from
the theftand (d) personal property should notbe kept. They preached that all are equal in this world.
No onc has importance over others duc to this cast cte. Apart from Jainism, Buddhism preached that
all human'beingsare  cqual. There is no speciality. The Buddhism preached peace and satisfaction.
This religion spread during the rule of the Morian dynasty.

Before the enlightenment of 1slam, four religions-Jainism, Buddhism, Zorastian and Chris-
tianity-spread all over the world.

This shows that Aror with Sindh submitted to most of the religions. Now the remains and
influences of only Jainism, Hinduism, Buddhism and [slam rcligions arc found.

4 Maulai Shaidai, Rahimdad Khan, “Tarikh-c-Tamaddun-c-Sindh”, Sindh University Press,
Hydecrabad, 1959, p. 77.
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VIII

THE STUDY OF COINS

Numismaticology, the study of coins, is a science, locally known as mudra-giyan or sika
shanasi. We study the coins, so that we may take full advantage of the source for history and
archacology. The ancient nations like Greeks, Scythians, Kushans and Parthians reconstruct their
history on the source of their coins.

The coins are an important source which supply material for the history. We treat the
numismaticology as a secondary source where as the documents and the literature are the primary
sources. In the study of any site, this secondary source of coins helps us primarily, where the
documents and literature are not available.

The coinis a piece of any metal. Coins of silver,copper, tin, gold, and bronze are found more
frequently. Inancient days, when there were no coins, there was barter system, in which no currency
was used. The coin in one of the above metals was firstinvented by Coresus, a king of the Lydians
dynasty in the South-West Turkey in 700 B.C.

At the time when Arabs took power from Raja Dahir, there wasregular trade by the Arabian
ships with the coastal countries bordering the Indian Occan. After coming into power Arabs
established the towns of Mansura and Mchfuza where they had their own coins,which have been
recovered from the ruins of the above mentioned cities Debel, Bhambhore, Neronkot and Aror.®

After the rainfall, enough coins are uncarthened from Aror. [ have collected few of them,
Most of them arecorroded and undecipherable. These coinsare notclear and nothing can be seen over
it but some of them have evidence of “ALLAH", or Quranic Ayaat or the halfof the word “Muhammad”.
One coin had been depicted by Bahloll Shah.

@ Nasir, Pervin.T., “Coins of the Early Muslim Period from Bhambhore”, Pakistan Archacology,
Journal No.6, Karachi, 1969, pp. 117-118,
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COIN NO:5

G939 =%
@B B

COIN NO:1l METAL: COPPER

WEIGHT: 18.2004 gm

COIN NO:2 METAL: COPPER
WEIGHT:  13.2457 gm

COIN NO:3 METAL: COPPER
WEIGHT: 2,2204 gm

A= >

COIN NO:4 METAL: COPPER
WEIGHT: 0.9983 gm

METAL: COPPER
WEIGHT: 1.8994 gm

COIN NO:10

(7.7 )

COIN NO:6 METAL: COPPER
WEIGHT: 1.9310 gm.

‘:i‘ii‘iiP
COIN NO:7 METAL: COPPER
WEIGHT: 1. gm
COIN NO:8 METAL: COPPER

WEIGHT: 1.6403 gm

&)

COIN NO:9 METAL: COPPER
WEIGHT: 9.4380 gm

METAL: COPPER
WEIGHT:  10.9660 gm



COIN NO:11 METAL: COPPER COIN NO:16 METAL: COPPER
WEIGHT: 7.6356 gm. WEIGHT: 7.4370 gm

COIN NO:12 METAL: COPPER COIN NO:17 METAL: COPPER
WEIGHT: 9.11131 gm WEIGHT: 8.3150 gm
&d o,

COIN NO:13 METAL COPPER COIN NO:18 METAL: COPPER
WEIGHT: 19.5061 gm WEIGHT: 5.9747 gm

COIN NO:14 METAL: COPPER COIN NO:48 METAL: COPPER
WEIGHT: 19.6848 gm. WEIGHT: 6.1805 gm

COIN NO:15 METAL: COPPER COIN NO:20 METAL: COPPER
WEIGHT: 9.5030 gm. WEIGHT: 6.0456 gm
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IX

CONTEMPORARY CITIES OF AROR »

After thefall of the great ancient civilization of Mohen-Jo-Daro and Harappa, new cities were

developed in Sindh during Vedic period.

In Vedic language, Sanskrit, there are different words for different settlements. For small

village: Niamagrama, for big village: Grama, for small city: Pura and for large city: Nangra were used.

We find various names of cities of Sindh from the Creek history. Following are the cities of

Sindh of ancient times, mentioned in diffcrent archives:

HASTANAGAR(S=—): This was thecapital of the Aryanstate. It wasalso named as Pushkavati.
Greeks called it Proklais and now it is known as Peshawar.

TAKASALAQA\%5):This was a city between two rivers: Sindhuand Jehlum. Takadesh was a state
of Sindh. The Grecks named it Taxila. Here, there are ruins of a big university.

SANGALAOSSL):This was in between Ravi and Chunab rivers and was the capital of Madradesh
state. Crecks wrote it as Sangaln. Now it is named as Sanglahal.

TUKLOR or TAKLAQASS | 4,4): This was the capital of Yawana (Mali), a tribe in the north. It
was in between Ravi and Sutlej rivers. The Creeks called it Pimprana and now is called Sialkot.

JALANDHARA (1,&\=): This was in between the Bias and Sutlej rivers. The Greeks named it
Tagrasawa(Tregarta). It was Aryan’s capital. Now it is called as Jalandhar.

AJODHAN (03s>0): It was a city of Koravas on the eastern bank of river Sutlej. Akber the great,
named it as Pakpattan.

VANA SANA ( L. Ly): This was a big city of Tariswa Aryans at the bank of Sarasvati river. The
city was destroyed due to changing course of river Sarasvati and was lost in Yajur -Ved period.

KASA KIA PURA(KASHAP PURA (1,5 LS\.S): This city was the capital of Asur Aryan Raja
Kashap, between two rivers-Sutlej and Ravi,at the bank of Ravi. Later it was called Prahilad - Puri.
There was a famous “Sun Temple” built by Surya-wansi Rajas. At the time of invasion of Alexan-
der, this was the capital of Yawana (Mali) tribe. Now it is called Multan.

UCHH ( d):lt was the capital-cityof Yadava Aryans. Inancient times, it wasthe meeting place of

)

Maulai Shaidai, Rahimdad Khan, “Tarikh-e-Tamaddun-e-Sindh”, Sindh University Press,
Hyderabad, 1959, pp.72-74.
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The Archacological Site of AROR

10.

11.

12.

14

]

19

20

rivers Revi and Sutlej going into river Mehran. In the period of Mahabharata, its name was Ais
Kalandh. The Greeks for their own memory called it Alexandria.

ALOR (): Alor was the capital-city of Aror-wansi Arians on the bank or river Mehran. The
Crecks called this city as Mosckanos. Hoain Tisang, a Chinese traveller had visited this city.

SEWISTAN (0l yae): The city was built by Sewi Arians. The Greceks called it as Sadomania.

PATALA (V& It means a tample. This was constructed by Surya-wanst Aryans. They had built
a city Kapalwasto on the bank of river Bhagirthi. The grecks called this city as Pat kala.

- MENA NANGRA (185 L) According to the historian Elliot, this city was built by the ancient

tribe Mena of Sindh. Some called them Maeid. Cotton was its main commodity of export.

. BITANBHORE (e3): It was a main city of Sindh at the delta of river Mehran. The Creeks called

it as Barburikan.

5. 1IINGLA) (@\b): There was a main temple of Maha Kali Deviin Lasbela (Aroti) arca. [t was also

called as Aama. There was a tradition of human sacrifice. Elam people took away the Kali Devi
goddess to Susa. Then from Susa, Bakhat Nasar, took it to Bubul. The Greeks called this goddess
as Narides. Its temple existed upto these times and there exists goat sacrifice at present time.

SANT (#=): This scttlement was on the river Sant at Katchhi arca. There is a description of itin
Chuch Namah.

SHAVE-TURA (L s5=2): 1t was built by the Suwi Aryans. There was a wonderful fort described
by Mir Muhammad Masoomi. It is called Sibi now a days.

BAGHA (LL): [t was built by Surya wanst Aryans at Nariin Katchhi arca. Now itis called Bhagg.
River Nuliis called Nart now a days.

CHATTAR (&) Itmeansashelter. It was acity of Aryans. Cotton wasitsmaincrop, as described
by Mir Muhammad Masocomi.

KACCHI (a3 Raja Kocr son of Rumchandra of Ayodhia made permanent settlement there, that
[E%Y h)’ il is called Kacoht.



e

*HAONIS 40 SEIIS TYDIDOTOAVHDNY °£:91d

I

-] > y @ - - v
o] D omavmoy | ARG\ 2yge wonom ..Hmmw...msin j }
A0dewY 30 suscag ﬁﬁl\)%\ -ﬂn’ﬂ- .“”..( ....n.n/4l¢n¢h*ﬁﬂ — ﬂIJ (.-
- e 29 13 N Aad
ﬁ — d‘thJ aﬂq nﬁ\ N"l = Y .

\ EEH ) = 3D

@ﬁ»ﬂ‘( saf ) oWV . - Q-ﬂl\.q

_ Sl / LV i VAR
& f S i Ktrarwi

PR i T
—

N\
. ~
2
l\’% 4
¥
“ ‘ A s

N



The Archacological Sitc of AROR

X

AROR THE ANCIENT CAPITAL OF SINDH

CHRONOLOGICAL TIME-TABLE

Yur BC.&AD Rulers of Sindh Book Evidences
712-715 A.D Muhammad Bin Qasim. Biladhuri, p. 138, 150, 159 & 165.
669-712 A.D Dahir Bin Chach. Chach Namah,p. 59-63.
640-644 AD Accession of Chach. Chach Namah,p. 23, 28.
499-632 A.D Rai-Dynasty. Chach Namah,p. 15-16.
285 AD Sassanian? _

45 B.C Parthians? e

60 B.C Scythians? —_
175 B.C Bactrian Greeks? S
320 B.C Alexander Conquered in 325 B.C. _—
327-368 B.C Had Sun God Temples. Kcith Jras, 1909, p. 567.
400 B.C Musicanus (Alor). ——
1000 B.C Aryans? E—
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XI

LEGENDS ABOUT THE SITE

Legends are those historical stories which are bascd on the struggles of leaders, deeds of
heroces, and mysterious accounts about sites found in folklore. These are the mixture of extraordinary
miraculous cvents and have a little reality.It depends upon us whether we belicve or disbelieve the
storics but actually these storics entertain and inspire all of us. A legend may be large or small, but
it provides “the clues”.

The legends may help us to fill up the gaps and to find out the missing links. In the present
Aror village, | hcard some legends about its destruction. There are certain legends especially
regarding the change of the coursce of the river Mehran, which was flowing beside Aror.

LEGEND NO: 1.

Itis said that, “the Ind us will change its course three times. Twicce it has done soand its third
changeisawaited.Here all the legends arc about the sudden change of river course. Shah Abdul Latif
Bhitai has also said in his bait:

Sty gy 3o b ju) S’

.

e My e AT 8 0

LEGEND NO: 2.

At the small island of Khwaja Khizr, opposite to Rohri town, there is a mosque whose
appcarancce speaks antiquity. The popular legend tells us that a shepherd named Bajee, whose hut
stood where the mahal of Bajee, onc of the parts of the town Rohri, now stands, obscrved ¢ bright lame
burning at some distancc at night. Thinking that it mighthave kindled by the travellers, he sent his
wifc to procurc a light from them.But as she approached there,it vanished. Hence she returned
disappointed. Now Bajee himsclf went there and discovered a miraculous manifestation, He was awe
struck with whathe had seenand erected a Takizon thespot, and devoted himself asa fagir. Soon after,
the Indusaltered its course and abandoning the walls of Alor, encircled the ground on which the takia
was crected. At present, it is called the Island of Khwaja Khizr.
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LEGEND NO:3.

In this beautiful and splendidcity, there lived a Raja Dalu Rai who was very crucl and unjust
king. It was his daily practice and custom to cohabit with a beautiful virgin girl. Once an Arab
merchant, on his way to the sca, stayed alongwitha trade vessclat the river port of Aror. He had his

beautifuland young daughter with him. Raja Dalu Rai heard about herand he expressed the desire
to have her for him,

The father, unable to oppose the wishes of the king, entreated that a respite of cight days
might be allowed to him and having spent that time in fasting and prayer, he was miraculously
conveyed with hisdaughterandall his wealth totheIsland of Kh.wcaja Khizr. The riverat the same time
devastated the city of Alor, which was thus doomed desolation for the tyranny of its king.
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The Archacological Sitc of AROR

I
SURFACE COLLECTION

During the ficld-work and survey of the site, an archacologist is not only concerned with
survey and cxploring the site, but takes great interest in collecting the artifacts, which are lying
cxposcd on the surface. It is necessary for him or her to collect the artifacts for further obscrvations
and resecarch with systematic methods.

Aror site is very rich and full of artifacts. In 1855, Captain Kirby has rcported that, “In
cxcavating the Nara Canal, we occasionally came upon detached masses of brick works and at a
depth of about 10 feet below the surface of the ground, the foundation of a very large number of
houscs were laid bare”. Among these ruinsa number of articles made of brick clay were found, such
as a drinking cup, a kuza, somc water spouts and a large number of toys.

A large number of pottery of different types, stones, bricks, burnt bricks of different sizes,
mud bricks, toys and pottery mostly dependent on water-pots, were lying there after the destruction
of the site. Though the climate and weather had affected all of them and changed their original
position, changed the colour of glazed pottery and tiles, small picces of which broken into many
smaller picces, but anyhow they provided the very strong cvidence for obscrvation.

Asastudentof Archacology, lappreciatethe importanceof artifacts, whicharc thealphabate
of archacology. They are used for the reconstruction of the past.
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Fig.3, Group of glazed pottery pieces with polychrome slip.

No .4, A large piece of a big plate of glazed pottery.



Plate:14

Plate:15




No. 5, 'Two small pieces of a plate of glazed pottery.

No. 6, Small piece of a bowl of glazed pottery.
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No.8, A piece of storage jar.



The Archacological Sitc of AROR

I1

POTTERY AND TERRACOTTA OBJECTS

Pottery is a major artifact, which is always found in a very large quantity at an archacologi-
cal site. [t is most helpful and some times difficultto study. The archacologists classify the pot-shreds
varying in colour, surface, finish, texture, thickness,hardness, shape and decoration.

The pottery of any site shows the cultural affinitics and the wealth and religion of the site as
well as the work and skill of labours. The pottery of Aror is found in great number and show the
labour wark of high quality.

Thepottery of Aroris wheel-thrown exceptsome heavy hand-madechomsofabulland some
lids. The pottery is different in size and colour, in finishing and raw material.

The collection of the pottery is classified and defined as under:
(a) GLAZED POTTERY WITH POLYCHROME SLIPS.

At Arorlfound alargequantity of glazed pottery, mostly of green and blue on whie and off-
white colours. Most of these abjects are the untencils of daily use. Here I define the following shrods
of my collection, which arc preserved in the Department of Archacology, Shah Abdul Latif Campus,
(now the University) Khairpur.

FIG NO:1 (AR.57)

Itis the large picce of a big plate, which is mostly used for mixing the flour in our villages
now a days. This is of a wheel-thrown thick textured and well levigated clay, which is primary. A
beautiful flower and lines are painted with glazed paint. Dark-blue colour has been used for painting
and light-green colour on buff.

This shred is the basce of a plate. This type of pot-shred is still used in the villages of Sindh
and shows the mastery of art and artistic skill. This piece has a small circularbasc, which is 1.27 cm.

FIGNO 2. (AR 58)

Itis the small picce of abowl very beautifully decorated with painted flowers. Internal sides
arc decorated and external surface is smooth and clean without decoration. Itis the picce of abowl
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which depends on thebaseand thebelly of the bowl. This type of pot is still used for drinking tea and
milk or might be used for other purposes also. The clay used in is secondary, well levigated and
painted with properly, fixed colours. The flowers painted are of violet colour with blue shades and
have been used for decoration purpose. Its texture isof 1 cm.

FIG NO: 3. (AR. 51)

Itis the piece of a thick body bow! of daily use,outer surface of which is clean and smooth.
The internal surface is very artistically painted with dust like grain sceds. Its texture is 1.2 cm. It is
a properly fired pot. Theclay used inis well levigated and primary. Itsexternal ringisgreenand black
and sides are also green with black outline. The base of the bowl is circular of ring shape.

FIGNO: 4. (AR. 53)

These are the pieces of the pottery of Aror, used as untensilsin daily life. The colour used
shows that the artisans of Aror were experts in manufacturing the glazy paints. It proves that they
were also a little bit chemists and had know -how to make the paints. Thesc piecesof a small jar were
uscd for storage of various things, like dry fruits and sour things like achar. These are small pieces of
neck and curve of the belly of a jar. The pictures of the leaves are painted inbrown colouronitsouter
surfacc. The pot is not properly baked. The clay is well levigated and secondary. The texture is
normal, thickness of which is 1.12 cm.

FIG NO: 5. (AR. 52)

Itis a very fine picce of the belly of a jar. It is glazed internally and externally. Its interior
surface is white in colour and cxterior is painted in floral and geometrical lines. The clay used in is
well levigated and secondary. The pot-shred is properly fired. Obviously this pot-shred shows the
artistic skill. This typc of jar is very common and is found in large number at any historical site. In
present time, these are used mostly as flower-pots for decoration purpose. The coloured lines arebl ue
on white and green shades. Its texturc is 0.9 cm.

FIG NO: 6. (AR. 54)

This is the smallest picce of a plate. Thetexture is very thick which is Iem. Itis not properly
fired and clay is well levigated and very fine. This plate docs not posscss good design and lacks
artistic skill. The colour used isblue on white.

FIGNO:7.(AR. 54, 55, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65)

Itisa groupoftheglazed pottery. Theseare very small pieces which cannotbedefined easily.
Thesc are mostly of thin texture. Fine piccesarepainted with gecometrical, criss cross, zig zagcircular
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and straight lines floral.

Thesc pot-shreds are mostly parts of different plates and bowls.Theclay used in is very fine
and properly fired. All picces are glazed internally and externally, and their texture is resembling
with modern ceramic cups and saucers.

FIG NO: 8. (AR. 60)

Itis the piece of a glazed tile. Its upper face is coated with blue glaze, like all the other glazed
picces. The clay used is very fine and well livigated. This type of tiles were designed as an outline.
Its texture is 3.5 cm.

FIG NO: 9. (AR. 66)

It has very fine textured, well livigated and secondary clay, surface of which is smoothand
silky. The design is of fish scales pattern, and black violet scales are on white and blue colours. Its
texture is5cm. Thistypeof pottery-pieces werealso found atMohen-Jo-Daro. All thetypesof pottery-
designs and other artifacts which are found at Aror, show the water influence over them.

FIG NO: 10. (AR. 67)

It isa very thick textured shred, probably the part of alarge plate. This is a typical one,colours
and patterns of which are different from the other. The clay used in is primary and well levigated.
The colour used is white and black, and design is circular like a chain. It has a circular basc.

(b) TERRACOTTA OBJECTS

FIC NO: 11.(AR. 8,9, 10)

These are three different objects of oil lamps which were mostly used by both Muslims and
Hindus in ancient as well as modern times. In ancient times, these were used for lightening purpose
d religious ceremonies. The Muslims used to litthelamps in houses and mosques while the Hindus
in their religious ceremonices as well as for lightening. This practice still prevails.

Thesc are different pieces: one is complete, the second is half-one,and thethird oneis 1/3rd.
part of the whole body.

Theclay used in is not good hand made. It is thin textured and complete one. It scems that
1/3rd. of it, was once properly fired and half-one has become blackish due to over burning.
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(c) PAINTED POTTERY

FIGNO: 12. (AR. 1)

This pot-shredisthe partofalargerwater-pot. Itis paintedinblack onred and isincised. The
texture is 7 cmy. which is fine. There are black lines on its belly and clay used in is secondary. This type
of watcer-pot is commonly used. The same type of pot used for storage of water are found at other
historical sites also. This wheel-thrown pottery is good for cooling the water in summer,

FIG NO: 13. (AR. 2)

Itisa very fine and thin textured of 6 mm. wheel-thrown and primary well levigasted clay.
Its texture shows that it might be a glass-picce of clay. The design 1s black triangular, and dark-brown
colour with auter circular lines.

FIG NO: 14, (AR. 3)

This isa wheel-thrown and thin textured pot. Itis very thin of 3mm. textured primary and
welllevigated clay. Thedesignon it is of gcometrical pattern. The leaves designed arcinblackonred.
To define the type of the potis difficult.

FIC NO: 15. {AR. 4)

This object, from i painted side, is a picce of a large size and thick textured pottery. It is
pinkish in colour with black painted circular lincs on the belly of the pot. This might be a picce of a
water-pot i.e matko. Its texturc is 9 mm. wheel-thrown pottery which is made of properly fired and
well levigated clay.

FIC NO: 16.(AR. 5)

It is a piece of a water-pot. The well levigated and whecl-thrown clay of secondary stage is
used to make this pot-shred. This shows a new style in design, painted with black onlight and dark
shadec. It has circular lines and denticulated squared on it with black colour. {ts texture is of 5 mm.
This type of pottery and texture is used mostly in warm arcas for cooling watcr.

(d) INCISED POTTERY
FIG NO: 17. (AR. 28)

This pot-shred is larger than all other surface collections. It shows the skillfulness of Aror’s
artisans. This is the collar part of a stand vessel which is mostly used in villages as a stand to place
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the hot potsonitand is obviousby its style. Itiscircular from upper partand oval atlower part. Above
the collar, there are 3 or 4 triangular bulging upon it. Its collar near the rim is incised in blocks,
punching squarcly with a painted tip. It has also the three figure impressions. The clay is well
levigated and fine but has the mixing of sand. The pot-shred is properly fired and is of bright red
colour. Below the part of the collar, a beautiful curve shows the smartness of the pot.

FIGNO: 18. (AR. 24)

This part belongs to the water-pat family with a perfect and clear geometrical design work.
Itis also the collar part of main body. It shows that special technique is used to make such a picce.
This picce has a beautiful small triangular design. The design is depicted one after the other in such
a manner that the one triangle is vertical and the other is horizonta |. The pot has dull used colour. The
clay used in is sccondary. Its texture is fine and thickness is 1.5 cm.

FIG NO: 19. (AR. 17)

This part belongs ta the bowl family. Thedefinition of a pot-shred isunderstood by itsdesign.
The colour is black-redand textureis thick. Its clay is primary and not well levigated, but outer wall
is incised with circular and zig zag lines. [ts inner surface is painted in black on red. Black straight
lines and flowers are drawn on it. Its texture is 1.5 cm.

(e) STAMPED POTTERY

Stamped pottery has been found at the site of Aror, which comes in rocky and hilly tract. The
climatc is very hat in summer. The people might storc water in terracotta objects. In carlicr days,
people also made ceramics of terracotta objects. [t is obvious that the nature of people changes with
timeand they change their houschold goods and things resulting the change in style of ceramics. This
could be scen in the texture of articles and their colours, designs, decoration and shapes.

The pottery is decorated with the impression and design pressed on its plain surface like the
stamp on the paper.

FIG NO: 20. (AR. 27)

[tis a red colour pot of a well levigated and properly fired clay. The design on it is just like

the rising sun and its rays arcin circular pattern. The pot’s colour is pink and design is depicted on
upper surface in dark red colour. Its texture is 7 mm,

FIG NO: 21. (AR. 18)

This is the smallest picce of a textured pot. This picce is not casy to define. The dull red
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coloured clay is welllevigated like other parts shown above. Thereis also a circle with internal dots.
Its texture is of 8 mm.

FIG NO: 22. (AR. 26)

This small picce is a dull coloured, sandy clay pot-shred. The design is very different from
others. It is just like the plastic table-mats of modern times having dots on its entire surfacc.

FIGNO: 23. (AR. 6)

It is a bit of thick textured wheel-thrown pot. The pot in which well levigated clay is used is
black on red colour. This is the same typical style of the Indus civilization pottery. Geometrical lines
and a half apple type figurc arc secnon it. T his shows the availability of that kind of fruit at that time.
Its texture is 9 mm. It is also a part of a water spout.

FIC NO: 24. (AR. 7)

Thesc picces arc of common use utensils, which are of daily use in modern times. This isan
oblong shaped clay picce. Theclay is well levigated and wheel-thrown, painted withblackor pink
colour. In its centre a checked line is painted. It is also a water pot, texture of which is about 5 mm.

(f) WHEEL-THROWN AND THICK-BODY POTTERY

It is a group of heavy and wheel-thrown objects of thick terracotta, which has been classified
on four basis:(i) 3 cn.texture (ii) 2 cm.texture (iii) lids of pot, and (iv) lid holders.

The design is of the council balance and the large growing wings. It also suggests that it is
a barc part. The colours used are in redish and blackish red on over-burnt clay.

FIGNO: 25. (AR. 29)

It is the base of a big water-pot. Nos 33,49 are the bascs of big bowls and No 31 is the base of
a glass.

Thesc are all whecl-thrown and thick textured. The clay used in is ill levigated and of red
colour.Only Nos. 30and 34 depend upon !id and lid holder,which are made up of well levigated clay.
It confirms the suggestion that the water-pots were mostly made of it.

FIG NO: 26. (AR.37, 38, 44, 35, 42, 36)

Itisa group of 6 objects which are finc in their look. All depend upon the neck, rims and spout
of kuzas. These are of bright red colour, well levigated and properly fired clay having thick texture
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mostly of 3 cm. and 2 cm.

These pot-shreds show that the people of Aror were artists of sophisticated naturc having the
habits of kecping cleanliness. They were veryneatand clean and religious people. The potters of the
period madc beautiful pots.

FIG NO: 27. (AR. 20)

This part of a terracotta picce is  very difficult to describe because its clay is ill and not
properly fired. This pot has also full of tusks, impression. The designapplied on it, shows the artistic
skill but the pattern is awful. It is hand-madc, having dull red colour and thick texture. The designs
of combs and small dots or circular impression are painted onc by onc in a line.

FIGNO: 28. (AR. 21)

This picce is the part of a water-pot family. [t is grayish in colour duc to over buming. This
terracotta object shows the circular incised lines and finger impression. The designs are depicted by
fingers. The texture is very thinand 0.5 em. Wheel-thrown clay used is primary and ill levigated.

FIGNO: 29. (AR. 23)

Itistheilllcvigated pottery of a glass. The clay has extra mixing of sand hence when it was
burned, it turncd into blackish in colour. Bclow the collar of it triangles arc horizontal which are
incised one after the other. Its texture is 6 mm.

FIG NO: 30. (AR. 19)

Itisthegrayish partofa water pot. This potisnot properly fired. Sinceitis over bumnt,its inner
and outer surfaces are blackishincolour.The clay is not pure and welllevigated, but has been mixed
with huge amount of sand. Near the belly,aband is designed with circles which arc arranged system-
atically in a linc. Two circles, one large and the other small, are inside the pot.

(g) HAND-MADE POTTERY

The surface collection of Aror has a portion of hand-madc pottery. This type of pottery made
by the potters with their own hands shows their skilland art.

The majority of this ty pe of pottery consists of children’s toys and some thick and heavy
objects which probably weredifficult tomakeon wheel.l think due to some practical difficultyorlack
of facilitics, the potters made pot-shreds with their hands.

From the sitc of Aror, mostly the toys, terracottaobjects of animals and hand-made grinders
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have been found.

FIGNO: 31. (AR. 47,48)

There arcalargenumberof objects of the wholecollection. Theclay isnot well levigated. Red
colour is obviously not properly fired. There arc two terracotta objects of bull-horns.

FIG NO: 32. (AR.61, 65)

There arc two torsosof terracotta of bull figure. Its clay is secondary and not well levigated.
The colour used in is dull red and hand-made.

FIG NO: 33. (AR. 62)

This is a terracotta of probably horse or camel and has once full leg and other two arc half. Its
back scat is decorated for probably a horse or camel-rider. In this toy there is an evidence of metal
mixing, with the resultitlooks as rusted.

FIG NO: 34. (AR. 63, 64)

These are the faces of small toys of camels. These hand-made terracottas arc made of ill
levigated clay which is of primary naturcand dull red in colour.

All the above toys and objects show that all the animals were in existence at that time. They
were not only existed but that the people used them werce also cxisted as is cvident from the matterns.
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No. 9, Three different parts of oil- lamps of simple pottery.

Plate: 22
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No. 10, A Group of painted pottery in blake on red.
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I11
CONCLUSION

When | was alloted the topic "the Archacological Site of Aror” for fulfilment of my M.Sc
(Final) degree examination, [ being a girl student, was alittle bit confused at first. But when | visited
the sitcof Aror, itattracted me.The ruins of this huge rocky site, had great fascinationand alarment.
was infatuated with Aror. I decided in a moment that I must sclect this topic for my rescarch work.

This historical and important archacological sitc needs the attention of archacologists. Its
present condition reveals a story of its glorious past. “It once a time might be a splendid city”.

I started my work. Inspite of the facilitics, many problems and difficulties cropped up in the
way. Archacology as a subject, is taught in only two institutions of Pakistani.c. Peshawar Uni versity
and Shah Latif Campus( now the University) at Khairpur. Our Department of Archacology is a
budding department. We did not have even a few equipments for survey. Thereal tragedy for us was
that we did not and do not have any conveyance for visiting the sites.

But luckily conveyance had become no problem for me. The basic problem was the shortage
of technical staff and required matcrial. The Aror site is totally rocky and hard. The old ruins have
two stratigraphic layers and both the layers of the site indicated a new approach that the Aror was
scttied by people twice. I think, if we excavate the site properly and thoroughly, so many new things
and mysterious part willopento us and we may find positive results and new things after excavation
as no one has excavated this site as yet. The Archaecology Department of Pakistan docs not give the
befitting attention to this site. They must do something here specially to preserve the site, to save the
archacological and historical heritage, by establishing a museum on the site. They must appointhere
a custodian with staff, who should preserve the part heritage, by establishing a museum on the site.
They must appoint here a custodian with staff, who should preserve the part heritage and the capital
of the ancient Sindh.

This site is very near to Sukkur and Rohri, not away from the reach of the people. Here is a
small village. I think if the department requires any service, all the people of the locality will help
them. They are very co-operative and mostly educated persons.These villagers need guidance and
motivation in order to protect the site from treasure hunters and illegal diggers. Perhaps this is our
drcam. We arc waiting for the attention of Archacology Department of Pakistan. If the preservation
is not undertaken, it is every liklihood that we may lose onc more important historical sitc of Sindh.

Thebooksrevealthat different travellerscame herc and different rulers attacked Aror from
time to time.Some of them wrote about this site. Chinese travellers are an example. The historian of
Alexander wrote about this site. In different times, it had different namces, Ruwka, Al-Dus, Alor, the
Valley of Seven Rivers etc. Its description was also given in Ramayana, Mahabharta and in Bhuddist
literature. These all descriptions, histories and travelogues show that this city had many periods
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during which it saw many rulers and invaders.

lHere, in the aity of Aror, architecture is 97% depended upon the large size of bricks which
have been removed from here and used by thelocal people, in different manners. When I visited the
site.] was informed that thescebricks removed from the site by the local people in the dark of night
tor the construction of their own houses. | wasalso told that those bricks are much stronger and in
a better condition as compared to the recently manufactured bricks.

The coins of the post Arab period arc found here but arc in bad cond ition and not preserved
at all. I fere the local children dig trenches and wells after rain is over and scll the digged out coins
to visitors. | also bought some coins froma boy. Not only the coins but the whole site can be bought.
It can be said that this site is destroyed by natural and human agents. Human footsteps, wind and
water crosion have destroyed the whole site. | dread the time when we will find only a plain
ground,where there is still a great archacological site.

In my practical work, | have measured the bricks, walls, courtyards, and pointed out the site,
but can not study the architectural pattern as | am not an architect. A glazed picce of a tile with the
inscription of Kalmu, at Muhammad Bin Qasim mosquc depicted on northern wall has created a
confusion. Its pattern shows that it is of the Moghal period and some architects and archacologists
also claim that this mosque was constructed during Moghal period, notin Arab period. However this
ficld 1s open for the experts who may solve the riddle.

Aror Site has not been studied scientifically. This is the first time that an attempt has been
made to understand this site archacologically with reference to history.

Thissite, as hasbeen mentioned in the historic documents (see page 22) has occupicd a place
of prominance since the time of the Aryans in 1000 B.C. Afterwards this site is said to have been the
capital dunngthe Raidynasty and also during the Hindu period until the Muslim conquest. Arorhas
remained the capital at the time of Arabs also. (see page 19.).

Archacologically there ¢ m no cvidence of Anvans here. But from architectural and artifac-
tual matenal the evidence of Buddhist penoed, Ehindu penod 030644 A D) and Muoslim pened (712-
715 A ) has beenobserved. As tar as artitactual evdence s concerned, there s an evdence of

pottery of historic penod

In the ond, | again expuct that the Archacology Department would preserve this important
sile.
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APPENDIX
GAZETTEER OF THE PROVINCE OF SINDH:
SUKKUR DISTRICT

AROR

The ruins of the ancient Hindu town of Aror, or Alor,licabout five miles to the south-cast of
Rohri,ncartheEasternNara Supply Channel. Atthe time of theconquest ofSindhby the Arabsunder
Muhammad Bin Qasimin A.D. 711, Aror was thc capital of Sindh and the residence of King Dahar.
The Arabs made their capital at Mansurah and Aror continued for morce than two centurics as a
Hindu town. It then disappeared. Thelegend of King Dalu Rai of Brahmanabad hasbeen pressedinto
service toaccountforitsfate, but there islittlcdoubt thatitgradually declined when the Indusceased
to flow past it about the middle of the cight century. The name is written Al-Rur by some of the Arab
geographers, and if the conjecture is right that the Al was the Arabic article and the name of the town
was Rur then it secems probable that the inhabitants moved to a new sitcon thenew courscof the river
and carried the name with them which survives as Rohri. Some water no doubt remained fora long
time in the old river bed and some habitation on itsbanks, since therearcruinsofa mosqueattributed
to Alamgir(Aurangzcb), as well as the tombs of two Saiyids, Shakar Gang Shah and Khatab-ud-din
Shah, the former whom is said to have been a contemporary and friend of Lal Shahbaz whose tomb
at Schwan. There is an annual fair in his honour. The ruins occupy hilly ground overlooking the old
bod of theriver which is still quite traccable, Hindu bricks of the very large kind are found and after
rain coins have been unearthed. They are barely recognizable as such and little appears to have been
made of them. The road from Rohri passes over a bridge which was at one time assumed to be much
older than it probably in. The Superintendent of Archacological Survey supposcs that it may have
been built about the same time as Alamgir’s mosque. Two large stones, one of whichborca Persian
inscription, were found in what appeared to bethebed of the river by Mr.B.B.East-Wick (“Alorc and
Rohri”, Journal of the Bombay Branch of thc Royal Asiatic Socicty, 1843) which exited some interest,
but it scems doubtful whether anything of the inscription has been deciphered correctly, except that
Mir Muhammad Masum(who is mentioned in the account of Sukkur) ordered it to be cut in the ycar
A.H 1002. Besides the Shakarganj fair there is a fair held annually in September in honour of Katka
Muta, and attended by Hindus. Nothing is known of its origin.

77



The Archacological Sitc of AROR

12

13

14

15

16

17

78

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Bridget & Allichin, “The Discovery of Palacolithic Sites in the Plains of Sindh and their
Implications”, The Geographical Journal, 142,Part 3, November,1976.

Bhatti,Rashced, “Riscand Fall of Aror-the Old Capital of Sindh”, Sindhological Studics (Jr.),
Institute of Sindhology, Jamshoro, Summer,1978.

Couscns, Henri, “The Antiquitics of Sindh”, Oxford University Press, Karachi, 1975.

Eastwick,Lieut, E.B., “A Note on Robhri and Alor”, Journal of the Bombay Branch, Royal
Asiatic Society, April, 1843.

Hughes, A.W., “Gazetteer of the Province of Sindh”, George Bell and Sons,London, 1876.

Lambrick, Hugh Trevor, “Sindh : A Gereral Introduction” Vol : 1, Sindhi Adabi Board,
Hydcrabad, 1964.

Majumdar, N.G., “Explorations in Sindh”, Mem. Arch. Sur. Ind., Dc1hi,1934.
Mirchandani, “ Annals B.O.R.l. Ancicent Sindh and Sauvira”.
Mirza, Qalcech Beg, “The Chach NamaH” Commissioner’s Press, Karachi, 1900.

Mirza Qlcech Beg, “Qadeem Sindh, Un Ja Mashhoor Shahar ain Manhoo”, Sindhi Adabi
Board, Hydcrabad, 1966

Maulai Shaida;, Rahimdad Khan, “Sindh Ja Purana Shabhar”, Sachal National Seminar
Committee, Khairpur, 1983.

Maulai Shaidai, Rahimdad Khan, “Tarikh-c-Tamaddun-c-Sindh”, Sindh University
Press,Hyderabad, 1959.

Nasir, Pervin T. “Coins of the Early Muslim Period from Bhambhore”, Pakistan Archaeol-
ogy.Journal No. 6, Karacht 1969.

Panhwar, M.H., “Chronological Dictionary of Sindh”, Institute of Sindhology, S.U., Jam-
shoro, 1983.

Pithawala, Mancck B., “Historical Geography of Sindh”, Institute of Sindhology, S.U._, Jam-
shoro, 1978.

Sorley, H.T., “Gazetteer of West Pakistan, The Former Province of Sindh”, Government of
Woest Pakistan, Karachi, 1968.

Smyth, ].W., “Gazcttoer of the Province of Sindh, ‘B’ Volume 111, Sukkur District, Govern-
ment of Bombay, 1919,



The Archacological Sitc of AROR

Fig 1:

Fig 2:

Fig 3:

Plate 1:
Plate 2:
Plate 3:
Plate 4:
Plate 5:
Mate 6:
Plate 7:

Fig 4:

Plate 8:
Plate 9:
Plate 10:

Plate 11:

Fig 5:

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Sketch-plan of deh Aror, taluka Robhri, district Sukkur.

Sketch-plan of Alor, Bukkur (Bakhar)and environs showing water-courses
ctc. as they existed in 1857 A D.

Sketch-plan of thelost river of the Indian Descrt- Ghaghar- Hakro.
Ruins of the mosque of Muhammad Bin Qasim.

Ruins of the mosque of Mughal empceror Aurangzeb.

The grave of Pir Hashoo Shah.

An unknown tomb or mosque.

A stonc sct up showing the ancient bank of the river Indus.

The mosque of Moulvi Arif Bhatti.

The cave- temple of Kalka Devi.

Sketch-plan of Sindh and adjoining countrics in 643- 644 A D illustrating
the travcels of Yuan Chang.

Thearches of the mosque of Muhammad Bin Qasim.
The stone- foundation with bricks and mud plaster.
Story- stonc fixed at the mosque of Muhammad Bin Qasim.

A gcometric pattern of bricks in the interior of the unknown tomb or
mosquc.

Sketch-plan of Sindh in 92- 95 A.H (710- 714 A.D) to illustratc the Muslim
conqucst.

79



The Archacological Site of AROR

No 1:

No 2:

Plate 12:

Plate 13:

Fig 6:
Fig 7:

Fig 8:

Plate 14:

No 3:

Plate 15:

No 4:

Plate 16:

No 5:

Plate 17:

No 6:

Plate 18:

Plate 19:

No 7:

Plate 20:

No 8:

Plate 21:

Plate 22:

80

Coins 1to 10.

Coins 11 to 20.

The coins of diffcrent colours, matcrials, shapes, sizes and weights.
The coins of differcnt colours, matcrials, shapes, sizes and weights.
Sketch-planof Sindh showing physical surface during 14th. century A.D.
Sketch-plan of Sindh showing archacological sites.

Sketch-plan of Sindh showing physical surfacc during the Arab-rule.
A group of glazed pottery shreds with palychrome slips (Aror- 54).
Sketch of a group of glazed pottery shreds with polychrime slips.

A large piece of a big plate of glazed pottery (Aror- 57).

Sketch of a large picce of a big platc of glazed pottery.

Two small picces of a bow! and platc of glazed pottery (Aror- 58).
Sketch of two small picces of a bowl and plate of glazed pottery.

A small picce of a bowl of glazed pottery (Aror- 51).

Sketch of small picce of a bowl of glazed pottery.

A group of glazed pottery-shreds (Aror- 54,55, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65).

A picce of a small jar of glazed pottery (Aror- 53).

Sketch of a small jar of glazed pottery.

A piecc of a storage-jar (Aror- 52).

Sketch of a picce of a storagce-jar.

A small piece of a glazed tile (Aror- 60).

Three different parts of oil-lamps of simple pottery (Aror- 8,9, 10).



	CONTENTS
	PUBLISHER'S NOTE
	PREFACE
	ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
	LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS
	INTRODUCTION
	GENERAL ASPECTS
	SURFACE COLLECTION
	REFERENCES
	APPENDIX
	BIBLIOGRAPHY
	LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

